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Welcome to the 

71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

GOVERNOR’S WELCOME

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO, I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME
contestants, fans, volunteers and PGA of America officials to the 71st Senior PGA
Championship at Colorado Golf Club. 

We believe no place better lends itself to an event setting. Colorado’s outdoors
and beautiful facilities allow for an excellent golfing environment. It is a privilege
that Colorado was selected as the site for this year’s Senior PGA Championship.
The state of Colorado enjoys a rich history in the game of golf and we look forward
to adding to that history.  

I wish you the best for a successful event. It is our hope that you can come enjoy
the beauty and friendliness of this great western state again.

Sincerely,

Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor
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THE PGA OF AMERICA

ON BEHALF OF THE PGA OF AMERICA AND ITS 28,000 MEN AND WOMEN PGA
Professionals, who are the experts in the game and business of golf, welcome to the
71st Senior PGA Championship.

As we conduct our “Decade of Excellence” in countdown to The PGA’s
centennial in 2016, we are delighted to bring this Championship – the most
historic and prestigious in senior golf – to one of the great new venues on the golf
landscape, Colorado Golf Club. The Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw design is set to
provide the finest senior professional golfers in the world with a substantial test
amid a beautiful setting that is distinctly Colorado. I expect that our impressive
field, which includes Defending Champion Michael Allen along with first-time
competitors Fred Couples, Paul Azinger and Corey Pavin, all three past major
champions and the latter two Ryder Cup Captains, will give high marks to our
venue by week’s end.

The location is additionally special to The PGA of America because it originated
as the vision of one of our own, PGA Professional Mike McGetrick, founder of the
McGetrick Golf Academy and a longtime member of the Colorado PGA Section.
I’d like to thank Mike, along with his partners and the members of Colorado Golf
Club, for seeing his vision through and making this major Championship a reality.

This also marks the first time in 25 years that a major PGA of America
Championship has been held in Colorado, and we are excited by the prospect of
hosting many of the world’s greatest golfing legends as they return to play in the
Rocky Mountain State. As such, I would like to thank the government leaders and
the people of Douglas County for your assistance in the staging of this
Championship. 

In addition, special thanks go to the many media members in attendance to
cover this Championship, and to our broadcast partners, NBC Sports and Golf
Channel, for bringing the action into the homes of golf fans everywhere.

Finally, I’d like to thank all the fans here with us at Colorado Golf Club this
week. May your support and enthusiasm drive our great players in the field to
further heights, and make this a memorable week for all.

With best regards,

Jim Remy, PGA
President, The PGA of America

Welcome to the 
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ON BEHALF OF COLORADO GOLF CLUB, the Colorado PGA Section and
the entire Colorado golf community, I welcome you to the 71st Senior
PGA Championship.  We are privileged to be the host of this historic
event at Colorado Golf Club, and we look forward to becoming part of
the golf heritage of Colorado.

We are thrilled to share this beautiful golf course with the players, The
PGA of America and the galleries. Currently ranked No. 22 on Golfweek
magazine’s list of top 100 modern courses in the country, this layout
rewards creativity and strategy.  Course architects Bill Coore and Ben
Crenshaw allowed the natural movement of the land to guide their
design. Risk and reward is an ongoing theme, and the final five holes are
as exciting as any I have seen in my long career in golf.

We hope you enjoy your time at Colorado Golf Club. And good luck
to all of the contestants.

Sincerely,

Mike McGetrick, PGA
General Chairman, 71st Senior PGA Championship

Welcome to the 
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COLORADO GOLF CLUB
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WELCOME TO DOUGLAS COUNTY!

On behalf of the Board of Douglas County Commissioners, it is my
immense privilege to welcome players, fans, volunteers and PGA of America
officials to the 2010 Senior PGA Championship here at the Colorado Golf
Club.

We are honored that Douglas County was chosen as the site for this year’s
Senior PGA Championship and thank you for the opportunity to share the
rich beauty and hospitality of our community with you.

Whether raising a family, on the way up the ladder in the prime of your
career or as a retiree, you’ll soon know what we know: that Douglas County has
great appeal to all for which quality of life comes first.

You’ll find miles and miles of parks, trails and open space; a robust
transportation system, including a general aviation airport, light rail transit
and a newly expanded freeway system; and a nationally recognized public
education system.

In addition, the quality of life in Douglas County is enhanced not only by
diverse housing options, but also by our proximity to world-class arts and
cultural amenities, world-class sports franchises and to some of the best
recreation amenities in the world.

Please get to know us and as you do, please know that we offer our heart-felt
wishes for an exceptionally fine experience in this very special place we call
home.

Most sincerely,

Jack A. Hilbert
County Commissioner District I

Welcome to the 

71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
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THE PGA OF AMERICA OFFICERS

AS THE FIRST NEW ENGLAND PGA
Section member to ascend to the
office of PGA President, Jim Remy
leads The PGA of America as it
promotes the essential role PGA members play throughout
the industry, especially as a golf employer’s most valuable asset
for economic growth and development, and as a consumer’s
trusted source for golf instruction, information and advice.

An accomplished and highly regarded golf businessman,
Remy holds the distinction of having served in virtually every
capacity within the areas of PGA governance, including an
unprecedented 61⁄2-year term on the PGA Board of Control,
which reviews and rules on membership issues. Remy took
part in nearly 1,200 decisions during his tenure.

In 2004, Remy was elected national PGA Secretary. He
served in that position until his election to PGA Vice
President in 2006, and became PGA President in 2008.

Remy also has served in almost every capacity within the
New England PGA Section, including Section president from

1995-97. Among various awards, he was named the 1997 New
England PGA Golf Professional of the Year and was inducted
into the New England PGA Section Hall of Fame in 2008.

A PGA member since 1984, Remy is the vice president and
general manager of the Okemo Golf Division at the Okemo
Valley Golf Club in Ludlow, Vt. He began his career as a PGA
assistant professional at Worcester (Mass.) Country Club, and
later served as an assistant professional at Mount Pleasant
Country Club, also located in Massachusetts.

After accepting the PGA head professional position at
Killington Golf Resort in Vermont in 1985, he went on to
become the PGA director of golf and summer sports, and
eventually the PGAdirector of golf for the Vermont Divisions
for S-K-I Ltd.

In 1997, Remy accepted a position with Okemo Mountain
Resort and became responsible for the construction and
development of the Okemo Valley Golf Club. Today, as vice
president and general manager of the Okemo Golf Division,
he is responsible for all aspects of one of New England’s
leading membership and resort facilities.

Remy also serves on the Folds of Honor Board of Directors,
a foundation created by PGA Professional Dan Rooney. The
foundation provides post-secondary educational scholarships
for children and spouses of military service men and women
killed or disabled while on active duty.

Remy and his wife, Darlene, have a daughter, Niki.

JIM REMY, PGA

President
The PGA of America 

Okemo Valley Golf Club

Ludlow, Vt. 

PGA VICE PRESIDENT ALLEN
Wronowski served as District 10
Director on the PGA Board of
Directors and has worked as
PGA Director of Golf at Hillendale Country Club in
Phoenix, Md., since 1990. He has a distinguished record of
service to The PGAof America and the Middle Atlantic PGA
Section, beginning with active involvement in Section
governance soon after being elected to membership in 1981.

From 1983-88, Wronowski served on the Assistant’s
Committee as treasurer, vice president, president 
and tournament chair. In 1984, Wronowski was named 
the MAPGA’s Assistant Golf Professional of the Year. He 
has served on the MAPGA Board of Directors since 
1996, holding the offices of secretary, vice president,
president and currently Board of Control representative. At
the national level, he represented the MAPGA as a delegate
to the PGA Annual Meeting from 1995-2000, while PGA
District 10 Director.

As Middle Atlantic PGA president, Wronowski created 
a five-year working business plan for the Board and
committees to use toward being more effective and 
efficient, with measurable and trackable results. The plan still
is used today, after being updated each year. Wronowski also
created a mentoring program in one chapter while 
Section president, and this program is now utilized by all
chapters.

As a Section officer, he also was instrumental in the
creation of an MAPGA investment fund and strategy that
has grown MAPGA reserves from $200,000 to $1.9 million,
which was used to build a permanent MAPGA office.

He has earned many merchandising awards. In 1997, he 
was named Marketing Professional of the Year by the 
Mid-Atlantic Salesman’s Association, and 1998 MAPGA
Merchandiser of the Year in the private facility category. 
He was also named 1999 Section PGA Golf Professional of 
the Year.

In 2002, Wronowski earned the MAPGA Bill Strausbaugh
Award for his behind-the-scenes work on employment
efforts for the members of the Middle Atlantic PGA Section.

Wronowski also was elected to serve on the Folds of Honor
Board of Directors.

He was elected to national office as PGA Secretary in
2006, and then as PGAVice President in 2008.

Wronowski and his wife, Gail, live in Bel Air, Md.

ALLEN WRONOWSKI, PGA

Vice President
The PGA of America

Hillendale Country Club

Phoenix, Md. 
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PGA SECRETARY TED BISHOP
served as District 6 Director on
the PGA Board of Directors and
since 1991 has worked as general
manager and PGA director of golf at The Legends of Indiana
Golf Club in Franklin, Ind. He was elected PGA Secretary in
November 2008.

Bishop is well versed in virtually every aspect of
Association governance. He has served on the PGA Board of
Directors since 2006 and the PGA Board of Control from
2002-05. Bishop was a successful proponent for The PGA of
America’s return to the committee system, which was
restored in 1999.

Bishop chairs the PGA Membership Committee and is a
past chair of the PGA Code of Ethics Task Force. He also is a
member of both the PGA Budget and PGA Properties
Committees. Previously, he evaluated hundreds of
membership matters while sitting on the PGA Board of
Control.

He became part of a limited partnership in 1991 that has
since owned and managed The Legends of Indiana Golf Club
and oversaw the construction of a 45-hole complex that is the
home to the Indiana PGA Section and Indiana Golf
Association. Bishop is president of the Indiana Golf
Foundation.

Bishop began his career as a PGA Professional and
superintendent at the Phil Harris Golf Course in Linton,
Ind., serving from 1976-91. He was elected to PGA
membership in September 1985, and has served in a
leadership capacity at either the Section or National levels
since 1989. From 1997-98, Bishop served as president of the
Indiana PGA Section.

He was named the 1998 Indiana PGA Golf Professional of
the Year. He also is a two-time (1996 and ’97) Section Bill
Strausbaugh Award recipient and the Section 1991 Horton
Smith Award winner. On the course, Bishop was a four-time
Indiana Open qualifier. Since 2007, he has served on the City
of Franklin, Ind., Planning Commission.

Bishop earned a bachelor’s degree in agronomy from
Purdue University in 1976. He and his wife, Cindy, live in
Franklin, Ind., and are the parents of daughters, Ashley, a
membership director at The Legends of Indiana Golf Club;
and Ambry LaRosa, a PGA assistant professional at St.
Andrews Golf Club in Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y., and the
head women’s golf coach at St. John’s University.

TED BISHOP, PGA

Secretary, The PGA of America 
The Legends of Indiana Golf Club

Franklin, Ind. 

AFTER TWO REMARKABLE YEARS
as President of The PGA
of America, Brian Whitcomb
brings his keen insight, 
skills and business knowledge
from the perspective of a successful golf course 
business owner into his role as PGA Honorary 
President.

Elected in 2006 as the 35th PGA President, Whitcomb
championed the growth of the PGA Professional through
innovative means of communication that utilized the best
of new and old media alike. He instigated popular 
face-to-face town hall meetings with PGA members to
bring to the forefront the importance of one-on-one
communication.

All the while, he elevated the PGA member by ensuring
they were positioned as the recognized experts in the game
and business of golf during a historic rebranding of The
PGA.

Whitcomb steered the capital improvement program

for Valhalla Golf Club, the host site of the dramatic 
2008 Ryder Cup, as well as the restoration of all 
three championship golf courses at PGA Golf Club in 
Port St. Lucie, Fla. In 2008, he also guided the launch of
the second-ever PGA Village in Coyote Springs, 
Nev., which opened a new western home for PGA
Professionals.

A PGA member since 1984, Whitcomb began his 
career in 1978 at the Arizona Biltmore Country Club in
Phoenix. In 1981, he leased Paradise Valley Park Golf
Course, also in Phoenix, and built an additional nine 
holes of golf. In 1989, he designed and built The 500 
Club in Phoenix, which he operates with Tom Sneva, 
the winner of the 1983 Indianapolis 500. In 1992, he
designed and built Club West in Phoenix, which he sold 
in 1998.

Whitcomb attended Arizona State University from 
1975-78, earning a bachelor’s degree in physical education
and competing as a member of the university golf team. He
was a finalist in the National Long Drive competition in
1985 and ’86.

Whitcomb serves on the Folds of Honor Board of
Directors, a foundation created by PGA Professional Dan
Rooney. 

Whitcomb and his wife, Stefanie, have two children,
Ryan and Megan.

BRIAN WHITCOMB, PGA

Honorary President, 
The PGA of America  
Lost Tracks Golf Club

Bend, Ore. 
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THE PGA OF AMERICA STAFF

NOW IN HIS 23RD YEAR WITH
the Association, Joe Steranka is in
his fifth year as The PGA of
America’s Chief Executive Officer,
leading a number of the golf
industry’s most important initiatives. 

Steranka’s vision guides the staff of the world’s largest
working sports organization in its dedication and service to the
Association’s 28,000 men and women PGA Professionals as
well as the global golf industry. In addition to his CEO role
with The PGA, he serves as Chair of the World Golf
Foundation and is a member of the leadership teams for the
World PGA Alliance and the International Golf Federation’s
work to return golf to the Olympic Games. 

Since joining The PGA of America’s staff as Director of
Communications in 1988, Steranka has directed the marketing
and business development of the Association’s brand, its
championship events and media assets, including the PGA
Championship, Ryder Cup, PGA.com, Play Golf America,
PGAPerformanceTrak and golf expositions, which encompass
the PGAMerchandise Show and PGAFall Expo. Steranka also
has steered a new industry government relations program, We

Are Golf, designed to achieve legislative and public affairs goals
on behalf of the $76 billion-a-year golf industry. 

Through his stewardship, the Association developed long-
standing broadcasting agreements with CBS, NBC, Turner
Broadcasting and others to distribute the PGA’s premier
events to unprecedented worldwide audiences. He also
cultivated a relationship with acclaimed advertising agency
Leo Burnett, leading to popular public service announcements
for PGA members, and steered The PGA’s new media strategy,
including the creation and expansion of an alliance with Time
Warner to enhance PGA.com, one of the leading golf Web
sites with 1.5 million unique visitors each month.

Steranka is one of just 11 PGAHonorary Members bestowed
in the golf Association’s history, joining a prestigious list that
includes former Presidents Dwight Eisenhower, Gerald Ford
and George H.W. Bush. He is a Board member of the
Children’s Healthcare Charity, which operates The Honda
Classic; an Advisory Council member for the Environmental
Institute for Golf; serves on the Selection Committee for the
World Golf Hall of Fame; and is a National Trustee for The
First Tee. In 2009, he was honored with the March of Dimes
Sports Leadership Award.  Steranka also serves on the Folds of
Honor Board of Directors, a foundation created by PGA
Professional Dan Rooney. 

A1979 graduate of West Virginia University with a bachelor’s
degree in journalism, Steranka and his wife, Joann, live in Palm
Beach Gardens, Fla., and have two children, Alexandra and
Stephen.

JOE STERANKA

Chief Executive Officer
The PGA of America

TIM SHANK

Managing Director, 
Finance

KERRY HAIGH

Managing Director,
Championships and
Business Development

CHRISTINE GARRITY

Managing Director and
General Counsel





RECOGNIZED AS THE EXPERTS IN THE GAME AND busi-
ness of golf, The PGA of America and its 28,000 men
and women Professionals are committed to developing
programs that introduce and further advance interest in
the game for the 27 million golfers in the United States.

Since 1916, when it was founded in New York City,
The mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate
the standards of the profession, and to grow interest
and participation in the game. Now approaching the
midway point in its “Decade of Excellence”
countdown to its centennial celebration, The PGA
and its Professionals remain dedicated to that
mission as it applies to the modern golf industry.

By establishing and elevating the standards of the
golf profession through world-class education,
career services, marketing and research programs,
The PGA enables its Professionals to maximize
their performance in their respective career paths
and showcases them in the multi-billion dollar golf
industry.

Furthermore, by creating and delivering
dramatic world-class championships and exciting
and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as
the best of their class in the golf industry, The

PGA of America elevates the
public’s interest in and passion for
the game, the desire to play more
golf, and ensures accessibility to
the game for everyone,
everywhere.

A leader of today’s multi-
billion-dollar golf industry, The
PGA’s origin can be traced to
Jan. 17, 1916, when a group of

New York-area golf professionals,
accompanied by several prominent amateur
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THIS IS THE PGA OF AMERICA

Staging major golf 
championships is one of the
many roles The PGA of
America has played over 
its 93-year history.

A HISTORY 
of Growing 
and Enhancing 
the Game  

When Sam Snead won in 1970, it was the fourth of his
record six victories at the Senior PGA Championship.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

Jock Hutchison, the

inaugural Senior

PGA Champion,

also won the 1920

PGA Championship.

Hutchison is one of

11 men to win both.
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golfers, attended a luncheon
at the Taplow Club in New
York City, hosted by
department store
magnate Rodman
Wanamaker.  

Among those in
attendance were
1913 U.S. Open
champion Francis
Ouimet, 1914 U.S.
Open champion Walter
Hagen and famed golf
course architect A.W.
Tillinghast.

The purpose of the
gathering was to discuss
forming a national
organization that would
promote interest in the
game of golf and help elevate
the vocation of golf
professionals.

Wanamaker, who viewed
the public’s growing
enthusiasm for golf as the
beginning of a national trend, promoted the idea of an
association to help accelerate the growth of the game.
Little did Wanamaker or his guests realize that they were
laying the groundwork for what would become the world’s
largest working sports organization.

Meetings were held over the next two months, and on
April 10, 1916,  with a constitution and by-laws in hand, 82
founding members, including 35 charter members who
attended the first meeting at the Taplow Club, created The
Professional Golfers’ Association of America in New York
City.

The first PGA Championship was held Oct. 9-14, 1916,
at Siwanoy Country Club in Bronxville, N.Y. Jim Barnes
defeated Jock Hutchison, 1 up, in the match-play final.
Wanamaker donated a purse of $2,580 and the trophy that
still bears his name today.

Today the PGA Championship is one of golf ’s four
majors, and will celebrate its 92nd edition later this year
(Aug. 12-15) at Whistling Straits in Kohler, Wis. South
Korea’s Y.E. Yang, who became the first Asian-born male

to win a major championship
with his upset of Tiger Woods in
the 2009 PGA Championship at
Hazeltine National Golf Club in
Chaska, Minn., will defend his
title against another stellar field.

The 2010 PGA Grand Slam of
Golf, which brings together four
major champions each year, will

be played Oct. 18-20 at Port Royal Golf Club in Bermuda.
Lucas Glover, the 2009 U.S. Open champion, capped his
breakthrough season by claiming the PGA Grand Slam title
last year.

The PGAof America also conducts the biennial Ryder Cup,
which produces golf ’s greatest drama. In 2008, at Valhalla Golf

Club in Louisville, Ky., the 12-
man United States Team
reclaimed the Ryder Cup in
pulsating fashion, topping
their counter-parts from
Europe. This September,

home field shifts to the European side as the Ryder Cup will
be played for the first time in the country of Wales, at The
Celtic Manor Resort. Corey Pavin (United States) and Colin
Montgomerie (Europe) have been selected as Captains.

THE BIRTH OF THE FIRST SENIOR MAJOR
Some 21 years following the inaugural PGA Championship,
another major  championship was launched on the grounds of
one of golf ’s original  majors at the invitation of one of golf ’s
greatest players — Augusta  (Ga.) National Golf Club and
Bobby Jones.

In 1937, Jones and fellow Augusta National members, who
three years earlier had hosted the first Masters, thought 
it right that PGA members 50 and over should have a contin-
ued opportunity to compete with their peers. Alfred S.
Bourne, an original Augusta National member and a longtime
friend of PGA Professionals, donated a check for $1,500 for

THIS IS THE PGA OF AMERICA
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With 70 years of
tradition, the

Senior PGA
Championship
is recognized
worldwide as

the most
historic and

prestigious event in
senior golf. In last year’s
Senior PGA Championship
field, 74 of the year’s top
100 senior money winners
competed, and the players
at Colorado Golf Club this
week are among golf’s
most recognizable names.

In addition to Defending
Champion Michael Allen, 10
other Senior PGA
Champions are slated to

challenge Colorado Golf
Club. There are 24 major
golf champions scheduled
to compete, among them
nine World Golf Hall of
Fame inductees — Ben
Crenshaw, Hale Irwin, Tom
Kite, Bernhard Langer, Larry
Nelson, Nick Price, Curtis
Strange, Tom Watson and
Lanny Wadkins.

There also is a true
international flavor to the
71st Senior PGA
Championship, with 10
countries outside the U.S.
represented by 29 players.
With five players each,
England and Japan are the
most-represented nations
among the foreign

contingent. Speaking of
international competition,
the field also includes six
past U.S. Ryder Cup
Captains and three past
European Ryder Cup
Captains.

All will be vying for the
same impressive Alfred S.
Bourne Trophy — it stands
40 inches high, weighs 30
pounds and is 18 inches
wide — awarded to the first
Senior PGA Champion,
Jock Hutchison, at
Augusta (Ga.) National
Golf Club in 1937. For more
about the players in this
premier field, see the
“Players to Watch” section
on page 44. 

A First-Class Field at COLORADO GOLF CLUB

DID YOU KNOW . . .

The first two Senior

PGA Championships

were contested at

Augusta (Ga.) National

Golf Club in 1937 and

1938 at the invitation

of legendary amateur

Bobby Jones.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

Walter Hagen was one of the

founding members of The

PGA of America.





the creation of a trophy, and the same Jock Hutchison who
was runner-up in the inaugural PGA Championship claimed

the Bourne Trophy and the winner’s
share of the $2,000 purse as the inaugu-
ral Senior PGA Champion.

Today, the Bourne Trophy represents
the most historic and prestigious  event
in senior golf, and throughout its history
has been presented  to a
veritable “who’s who”
among the legends of the
game, a list that includes
Gene Sarazen, Sam

Snead, Arnold Palmer, Gary Player, Jack
Nicklaus, Raymond Floyd, Lee Trevino,  Tom
Watson and Hale Irwin.

Since 2001, the Senior PGA
Championship has been contested on
some of America’s premier golf courses,
including Firestone Country Club,
Valhalla Golf Club, Oak Tree Golf Club,
The Ocean Course at Kiawah Island
Resort, and Oak Hill Country Club.

THE PGA OF AMERICA 
AND THE PGA TOUR 
When The PGA of America was
formed, there was no distinction
between club and touring profession-
als. As The PGA began to develop and
promote tournaments, it became easi-
er for the touring professionals to
devote their efforts to playing tourna-
ments and exhibitions. In 1968, PGA
tournament players, who comprised a
small percentage of the  membership,
broke away from the Association to
form a Tournament Players Division
and acquire more control of the
tournament schedule.

In 1975, the Tournament Players
Division was renamed the PGA
Tour.  Today, the PGA Tour is
headquartered in Ponte Vedra
Beach, Fla., and maintains a close
working relationship with The
PGA of America, as  most PGA
Tour professionals maintain dual
membership in the organizations. 

While the Tour professionals
may have created a league of their
own, the PGA Professional ranks
continue to include many excel-
lent players, and The PGA of
America conducts more than 

30 tournaments for its members and apprentices, includ-
ing the PGA Professional National Championship and the
Senior PGA Professional National Championship.
Through performances in these Championships, PGA
members can earn berths to play against the best in the
world each year in the PGA Championship and Senior
PGA Championship, respectively.

In addition, PGA Sections, which represent 41 geographic
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Owned and operated by The PGA of
America, PGA Village St. Lucie is
home to PGA Golf Club, the PGA
Center for Golf Learning and the
Performance and PGA Historical
Center.

Fifty-four holes of championship golf
designed by Tom Fazio and Pete Dye
serve as the centerpiece for the
ultimate golf experience at PGA Golf
Club, ranked among the “75 Best
Golf Resorts in North America” by
Golf Digest. The rolling hills, majestic
pine trees and challenging water
hazards of Fazio’s Ryder Course
offer a distinct Carolina feel.

In addition, the Wanamaker Course
is defined by a picturesque Florida
design set against a backdrop of
marshlands, palm trees and
palmettos, and the Dye Course
blends scenic Florida surroundings
with hints of the British Isles.

The PGA Center for Golf Learning
and Performance is a prototype, 
35-acre golf instruction, practice,
technology and fitness facility that is

home to the PGA of America Golf
Schools. The adjacent PGA Historical
Center golf museum showcases the
Ryder Cup, along with golf’s four
major championship trophies, the
oldest known written mention of golf
and the PGA Golf Professional Hall of
Fame.

PGA Village St. Lucie is open to the
public year-round. In addition, a new
Membership Program is available. 

On the horizon is PGA Golf Club The
Bahamas. Located on Cat Island, this
will become the first PGA of America
facility built outside the U.S. The
resort broke ground last year on
1,906 acres of Bahamian beachfront
and will feature a Rees Jones-
designed golf course in a resort-style
setting when complete. 

For more information about PGA

Village St. Lucie, visit

www.pgavillage.com or call (800)

800-4653 for general public tee

times and reservations or 

(772) 340-1444, ext. 125, for PGA

Golf Club membership inquires.

PGA Village: STAY, PLAY, LIVE, LEARN

DID YOU KNOW . . .

Only two men have lay

claim to all three of The

PGA of America's

professional

championships, which

includes the PGA Grand 

Slam of Golf: Gary Player 

and Lee Trevino.
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THIS IS THE PGA OF AMERICA

regions across the country, provide dozens of additional
playing opportunities for PGA Professionals each year. (See
story on the Colorado PGA Section, page 24.) It is through
this network of Section offices that the Association maintains
a commitment to PGA Professionals, helping the
membership meet the demands of today’s marketplace.

PRESERVING THE FUTURE OF THE GAME
PGA Professionals have taken the lead in the industry-wide
growth of the game initiative known as “Play Golf America,”
which debuted in 2004. Each year, Play Golf America pro-
grams, which are aimed at attracting both new and returning
golfers to the game, continues to set participation records for
both consumers and PGA Professionals.

Details on Play Golf America’s national promotions, as well

as additional useful information,
can be found in the
accompanying story, and at
www.PlayGolfAmerica.com.

Since those gatherings in New
York City in 1916, The PGA
of America has established 
new standards of  excellence 
by expanding educational
opportunities, programs and

services for its members. Now in its 93nd year, The PGA
continues to flourish on the principles that were established
by its founders, and at the same time forging ahead as the
leader in golf in the 21st century. The PGA of America brand
represents the very best in the great sport of golf.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

PGA Club Professionals

have been part of the field

of the Senior PGA

Championship since 1937;

the last to claim the Alfred

S. Bourne Trophy was Tom

Wargo in 1993.

Play Golf America, launched in 2004
as an industry-wide player
development initiative, continues to
play a vital role in attracting new
golfers to the sport and compelling
occasional golfers to play more.
Through www.PlayGolfAmerica.com,
golfers can learn about fun and
affordable programs in their areas and
get linked up with local PGA and LPGA
Professionals who can get them
started toward enjoying the benefits of
our great game – benefits that include
being outdoors, getting exercise,
spending time with family and friends
and more.

Play Golf America national
promotions include monthly and year-
round programs that make it easy and
fun for anyone to get started in the
game. These programs include:

• Get Golf Ready: Designed for new
golfers and those returning to the
sport to learn the basics of the game
in a relaxed and comfortable setting.
Currently offered at more than 1,300
certified facilities. 

• PGA Free Fitting & Trade-Up Month

(April): Complimentary 15-minute
equipment fitting sessions with PGA
Professionals  to ensure that the
equipment you currently own or plan
to buy is the right fit for their games.

• PGA Free Lesson Month (May):
Improve your game and become
familiar with golf instruction through
free, 10-minute lessons or family clinics
conducted by PGA and LPGA
Professionals. 

• American Express Women’s Golf Month

(June): A month-long celebration of
golf as a sport for women by making
learning and playing golf fun for
female golfers of all ages and abilities.

• Family Golf Month (July): Participating
facilities offer both family clinics and
golf play days at reduced “family
rates” to provide structured-yet-casual
opportunities to learn and play the
game together and promote golf as a
family recreation activity.

• Take Your Daughter to the Course

Week (July 6-12): A component of
Family Golf Month in which golf
facilities across the country offer free
clinics for junior girls, as well as
complimentary green fees when
accompanied by a paying adult.

• Patriot Golf Day (Sept. 4-7):
PGA-staffed facilities nationwide lead a
charitable campaign to raise funds for
the Folds of Honor Foundation that
provides post-secondary educational
scholarships to children and spouses of

military service men and women killed
or disabled while on active duty. 

In addition to the calendar promotions,
Play Golf America is expanding its
programs and services to promote
junior golf and nine hole rates. In
addition, the following year-round
programs are also offered by PGA-
staffed facilities and PGA
Professionals:  

• PGA Play Golf America Days: Free golf
festivals that feature complimentary
instruction from PGA Professionals,
group clinics, equipment demos,
contests,  entertainment and fun.

• The PGA Family Course Program:

Beginner-friendly short courses, many
within existing regulation golf courses,
that allow parents and kids of all
abilities and ages to 
play golf together in a fun
environment.

• American Express/PGA Friend of a

Cardmember: Allows you to bring a
friend at no additional cost when you
book and pay for a lesson with a PGA
Professional using your American
Express Card.

Detailed information

on these promotions 

can be found at

www.PlayGolfAmerica.com.

PLAY Golf AMERICA!
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Turning a
Vision Into 

REALITY
The ninth hole and
clubhouse at
Colorado Golf Club.
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Not wanting to settle for anything less than the best 
golf course they could create, the founders of 
Colorado Golf Club have realized their grand expectations
BY ANTHONY COTTON

FOR 10 YEARS, MIKE MCGETRICK trav-
eled the globe, collecting and hoarding
nuggets like an itinerant squirrel.

While the primary focus of the trips
was his instructional work with a
clientele that included major
champions like Beth Daniel, Meg
Mallon and Juli Inkster, along with a
number of PGA Tour professionals, at
the same time there always was
something more going on in the back of

his mind.
“I had worked at Cherry Hills

Country Club for three years and I told
myself afterward that someday I
wanted to have an elite club similar to
that,” McGetrick said. “My goal was to
develop something where someone
would say, ‘How can I not join his club?
It has everything I’m looking for.’ ”

Seven times during his decade on 
the road, McGetrick said he had

opportunities to fall in with one group
or another, but for whatever reason, the
fit did not seem right. And so he kept on
gathering and asking questions: What
was the golf experience like at this
place? What were the amenities like at
that one? Why, despite all appearances,
did things fall short at that place?

Finally, just when his file cabinet full
of thoughts and notes seemed ready to
burst, one of his students mentioned a



COLORADO GOLF CLUB

piece of property located in Parker,
about 15 miles southeast of downtown
Denver. Eventually, McGetrick went
on a site visit and within moments,
those 10 years of wishing and hoping
began to take shape.

“I toured for two hours and I knew
right then it was the place to start
Colorado Golf Club,” he said.

Now, the world of golf is about to
share in McGetrick’s good fortune.

Although it just opened three years
ago, with work still being done on the
clubhouse and some custom home
sites, the rolling Bill Coore and Ben
Crenshaw-designed course, created
from some 1,400 acres of wild,
untouched terrain, has already become
a major player in the sport.

Besides this year’s Senior PGA
Championship, CGC also has been
tabbed to be the host club for the 2013
Solheim Cup, which would likely wed
McGetrick’s course with an expected
captaincy of either Inkster or Mallon
for the United States team.

Should things go well, that Ryder
Cup-style event on the LPGA Tour 
. . . well, maybe that’s getting a little too
far ahead of ourselves. Or is it?

Said Joe Steranka, chief executive
officer of the PGA of America, “We
think Colorado Golf Club is that
special.”

It certainly doesn’t hurt that the

property has more than enough room
to hold any major championship event
the club desires, with plenty of space
for the ubiquitous hospitality suites,
television compound, media center —
and still comfortably move upward of
40,000 spectators around the grounds.

“Basically, you’re building a city for
25,000 to 50,000 people, depending on
which event you have,” Steranka said.
“You need an urban transportation
system, a restaurant service, security,
and spectator services. And you have to
build that on a temporary basis for 

one week.”
Of course, having all the space in the

world means little if the golf course
event doesn’t meet expectations —
which isn’t the case at Colorado Golf
Club. Besides the spectacular views
that will be afforded from having the
Rocky Mountains as a backdrop,
competitors will find an 18-hole setup
that may look inviting but is just as
likely to be severely penal to the player
who puts his shots in the wrong
location. All those wide open spaces
gave Coore and Crenshaw an unlimited

DREAM DESIGNS
Colorado Golf Club is far from the only course designed by the team of Bill Coore
and Ben Crenshaw that has received rave reviews. On the 2010 list of Golfweek
magazine’s top 100 modern (built after 1960) courses in America, Coore-Crenshaw
is the architect of nine entries:

Ranking Course
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The sixth hole at
Colorado Golf Club.

1 Sand Hills, Mullen, Neb.

6 Friar’s Head, Baiting Hollow, N.Y.

13 Old Sandwich Golf Club, Plymouth, Mass.

22 Bandon Trails, Bandon, Ore.

23 Colorado Golf Club, Parker, Colo.

39 The Club at Cuscowilla, Eatonton, Ga.

66 Kapalua Golf Club (Plantation Course), Maui, Hawaii

67 We-Ko-Pa Golf Club (Saguaro Course), Fountain Hills, Ariz.

78 Hidden Creek Golf Club, Egg Harbor Township, N.J.



opportunity; they could have routed
the holes in any number of ways that
would have resulted in a spectacular
and memorable golf experience.

While major championships are
often characterized by incredibly thick
rough that’s to be avoided at all costs,
the 71st Senior PGA Championship
could be noteworthy for the fact that
even without lush patches of tall grass,
trouble may still be lurking around —
or just off — any given fairway.

“The difference here is that it will be
penal even if they don’t put rough in,
because the ball has a chance to
bounce and run and take the slopes
and run into the pine needles and
pine trees,” said Mark Wiebe, a
Denver resident who has played 
in the last two Senior PGA
Championships since turning 50 in
the fall of 2007.

In his first, in 2008 at Oak Hill
Country Club in Rochester, N.Y.,
Wiebe remembered, “There, the ball
was caught and wouldn’t go too far
from the fairways, but you were only
chipping out. Here, the ball isn’t going
to get caught, but it’s going to keep
trundling wherever it’s going. You may
be closer to the green, but you’ll have a
much more difficult shot.”

In his dreams of founding a golf
nirvana, McGetrick says his main
focus was creating a memorable
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THREE PGA
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
IN COLORADO
THE PGA CHAMPIONSHIP HAS NOT BEEN A FREQUENT VISITOR TO COLORADO —
it’s been played here just three times — but the history dates back to another era.

The first PGA Championship to be held in Colorado came in 1941 at Cherry Hills
Country Club in Denver. Vic Ghezzi defeated Byron Nelson at the second extra hole
of the 36-hole match-play final. Ghezzi had a chance to win one hole earlier but
missed a 10-foot putt for birdie. At the next hole, both players missed the green
and chipped to within 3 feet. A coin was flipped to determine who would putt first
because it was so close. After Nelson putted first and missed, Ghezzi was able to
sink his putt for the title.

The format of the PGA Championship had been changed to stroke play when it
returned to Colorado for a second time — in 1967 at Columbine Country Club in
Denver. Two Texans, Don January and Don Massengale, finished at 7-under-par 281
and went into an 18-hole playoff. January, who previously had lost the 1961 PGA
Championship in a playoff, this time was able to emerge victorious over
Massengale, shooting a 3-under 69 and winning by two strokes. 

Cherry Hills was the host club of the 1985 PGA Championship, where Hubert Green
defeated Lee Trevino, the defending champion. Trevino led after 36 holes in his
attempt to win back-to-back titles, but he shot 75-71 over the weekend and came
up two strokes shy of Green, who finished 70-72 for his second major; he won the
U.S. Open eight years earlier.

— Amy Parker

Clockwise from top: PGA
Championship winners Vic
Ghezzi (left), Hubert Green
and Don January all were 
victorious in Colorado.   
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The 11th hole at
Colorado Golf Club.

THE 2010 SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
is the first major test for a golf course
designed by the team of Bill Coore and
Ben Crenshaw. In an era that has seen
most tournament venues stretched,
narrowed, and made ferocious with
deep rough in the name of providing a
severe challenge, Colorado Golf Club
will present something of a throwback
to the day when shot-making, options
and thoughtfulness were valued. 

Colorado Golf Club, opened in 2007, is
old-fashioned golf. The routing is
unimpeded by housing, with only 134
homesites on a 1,700-acre parcel and
the golf course enveloped by a 1,200-
acre conservation easement of prairie
grasses, wetlands, arroyos, and stands
of Ponderosa Pines that never will be
developed.

At 6,000 feet above sea level, the golf
course plays approximately 10 percent
shorter than its Senior PGA
Championship scorecard length of
7,490 yards. The effective length is
closer to 6,700 yards, though the ball
won’t travel quite as far in the cooler,
more humid springtime air than it
would in mid-summer. Winds coming in
from the west off the Front Range will
also influence play. And with 200 feet

of elevation on site, there’s plenty of
native terrain to traverse as well as
slightly sloped stances to play from.

The par-72 layout was designed with
enormous width to the fairways and
yet subtle charm to the ground
counters around the green. That’s part
of a retro-trend in golf course
architecture that’s been spirited by
Coore and Crenshaw as well as by Tom
Doak and Gil Hanse. In so doing, they
invoke the playful intrigue of such
classical-era designers as Charles Blair
Macdonald and Perry Maxwell. The
emphasis is on angle, position and the
proper weight or strength to a shot,
not just parachuting the ball in to a
specific target.

1. Ease and intimacy of routing: 
Each of the two, counterclockwise
returning nines transition from wooded,
elevated terrain out onto lower-lying
meadowland and back. With the first
two holes going from the longest on
the course (653 yards) to the shortest
(152 yards), architects have
“announced” their intent to create
extremely varied pacing and rhythm.

2. Quality of feature shaping:
Most of the shaping is at the green,
with most playing surfaces set at
natural grade.

3. Natural setting and overall land plan: 
Beautiful setting looking westward to
the mountains. The clubhouse, all
45,000 square feet, is a massive

structure, even if its stone and
woodwork fit in stylistically. Housing
is barely visible from course, other
than on first and 15th holes. An
elegantly crafted, very engaging 
nine-hole par-3 course occupies the
more active wooded land just to the
north of the course and is a lot of fun
to play.

4. Interest of greens and surrounds:
Greens are in the range of 6,500 square
feet, with some offering considerable
more contours than is usually the case
for Coore and Crenshaw. Rollouts
surrounding the greens seamlessly
transition into natural lows rather than
awkwardly manufactured chipping
areas.

5. Variety and memorability of par 3s: 
A pair of front-nine par 3s tell it all: The
short-iron second hole to smallest
green on course provides no room to
miss; a fairway-wood sixth hole offers
big sweeping target with lots of room
right for working the ball in on the
ground off mounds placed there.

6. Variety and memorability of par 4s:
There is a great mix of long and short
holes and offset angles of tee shots
and approaches. The identity of longer
holes gets tough to discern, however,
because of low vantage point of tees
and all of the native area that always
has to be carried.

7. Variety and memorability of par 5s:
A long, downhill opening hole brings

Rater’s
Notebook
By Bradley S. Klein
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Bill Coore, Ben Crenshaw and Mike McGetrick’s vision will be
played out at this year’s Senior PGA Championship.

experience for members. But along
with that, he adds, there always was the
thought the course would be good
enough to some day be in the mix when
it came to testing the best players in the
world.

“We told the membership from the
beginning we’d never have a
tournament year in and year out, but
we did say we wanted to host major
championships,” he said.

Very early on, the club was the site of
some local qualifiers for the U.S. Open,
and indeed, word of the course’s charm
had begun to spread.

“We’ve stayed close to Ben
Crenshaw since he was a Ryder Cup
captain (in 1999); I remember playing
Bandon Trails and talking to him
about that course,” Steranka said. “I
asked him what else he was working
on, and he said, ‘Well actually, there’s
this project in Colorado that’s really
special . . . ’

“And he was right. You talk about the
walk-in-the-park value; Colorado Golf
Club is as good as there is anywhere in
the country.”

That’s one reason why, despite its
youth, Colorado Golf Club has made
such strides, Steranka says. Another
factor is the opportunity to grab a
foothold on the courses and locations

that could, in time, become the
standard bearers in the sport.

“The Colorado Golf Club is a
beautiful natural site for golf,” said
Crenshaw. “The excellent topography
lent itself to a diversity of holes,
providing a challenge to all golfers. It's a
well-rounded test that certainly will
showcase the individual player's skills
in the Senior PGA Championship.”

Early indications are that Colorado
Golf Club has the potential to develop
into a course capable of creating its own
enduring memories. And after more
than a decade of dreams, McGetrick
realizes that the time is now.

“I thought it would take a little more
time for a championship to come to
Colorado Golf Club and I wish the club
were a little more established in terms
of all the amenities being completed,
but we have a great course, one that all
the tours would enjoy competing on,”
he said. “Colorado Golf Club has
everything a championship course
needs to be great.

“It’s going to be a great test for us to
see how this is going to unfold; it’s
going to be a great test for the golf
course and where we go in the future.”

Anthony Cotton is a sportswriter for
The Denver Post.

powerful mountain views into play
immediately, but the real stunner is the
split-fairway option on the 16th hole.

8. Basic conditioning: 
Superintendent Tony Hartsock and his
crew have provided excellent turf quality
— and this for a course that as late as
early March lay entirely under a snow
blanket. Dominant bentgrass greens and
hybrid bluegrass fairways and rough hold
up well under the diverse, demanding
climate here. The best touch might well
be the bunkers that are scraggily in the
back but cut low and tight on the
approach side so as to vacuum in golf
balls rather than to buffer them away.

9. Landscape and tree management:
Ponderosa pines are used extensively if
lightly to “turn” the basic shape of the
hole.

10: “Walk in the park” test: 
Holes are arrayed in an easily linked
natural loop that brings golfers into a
fascinating juxtaposition of long views
into the Rocky Mountains and shorter
views into beautifully sculpted golf
ground.

Overall
Colorado Golf Club is ranked No. 22
among Golfweek’s top 100 modern
courses (those built after 1960) for a very
good reason. It’s living proof that old
shot-making, with scruffily shaped
bunkers to negotiate and interesting
angles to work with, are enduring golf
virtues.
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2009 SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

FIRST,
at last

Unable to win in nearly two decades on
the PGA Tour, Michael Allen enjoyed 
immediate success at Canterbury Golf 
Club in his debut as a senior

BY RICH SKYZINSKI

SINCE HE JOINED THE PGA TOUR IN
1990, Michael Allen believed he was
good enough to compete against, and
beat, the best players in the world.

He managed the first half of that
equation just fine as, for the better
part of two decades, he earned and
maintained playing privileges on the
PGA Tour. The second part, however,
did not come nearly as easy. Through
mid-May 2009, Allen had started in
334 tour events and never had enjoyed
the sweet taste of triumph. But then,
over a demanding Canterbury Golf
Club at the 70th Senior PGA
Championship, in his first go-round
in senior golf, Allen, who had turned
50 just a few months earlier, achieved
his lifelong goal with a two-stroke win
over former Masters champion Larry
Mize.

In more ways than one, Allen’s win
came out of nowhere. He played in
the Senior PGA Championship as one

of 13 players who accepted special
invitations from The PGA of
America, who figured Allen’s position
among the top 125 tour money-
winners from 2008 would enhance
the field. Allen had no status on 
the Champions Tour because his
lifetime PGA Tour earnings of nearly
$4.9 million were too low.

“It’s always hard when you’re
playing the PGA Tour for $6.5 million
and come play for $2 (million),” said
Allen. “I just thought it was very nice
of The PGAof America to invite me. I have
never had an invitation to a tournament
before, so I was honored.”

The invitation was such a surprise
that Allen thought it best to call PGA
of America headquarters to be sure he
was reading what he thought he was.
“Figured it was something that said I
had to pay some dues or something,”
he joked.

He opened with a 4-over-par 74, in a

Michael Allen
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tie for 73rd place, and never before had
a Senior PGA Champion made up that
much ground over the final 54 holes.
Previously, the longest route to the
winner’s circle after 18 holes had been
crafted by Tom Watson, who passed 
26 players over the final three rounds
to win in 2001.

Part of the reason for Allen’s slow
start was that in the first round he still
hadn’t figured out how to play
Canterbury, a classic golf course with
some of the most treacherous green
complexes anywhere. Once Allen
settled on a game plan, he went 
10 under par over the last 54 holes —
six shots better than anyone else over
the same span — en route to a 
6-under total of 274.

Allen had come close to winning on
the PGA Tour — he was second
twice, in 2004 and in ’07 — but still,
his inability to close the deal forced
him to consider other career
ventures. He earned his accreditation
from The PGA of America to become
a teaching professional, worked in
construction and even took a job at
famed Winged Foot Golf Club,
which sounds more impressive than

it really was. It was one day when he
was washing and scrubbing practice-
range mats that Allen rededicated
himself to playing at the highest level.
“That was kind of humiliating,” he
conceded.

A lot of players thought they had
Canterbury figured out, but in most
cases, their answers were only
temporary. 

• Scott Hoch burst from the
starting gate with six birdies in 
16 holes, then  finished bogey-bogey
with only five more birdies the rest of

the week.
• Ross Drummond, an unknown

Scottish import, took the 36-hole
lead with a second-round 66, which
shared honors for the low score of
the week, but then a pair of weekend
76s sent him down into the middle of

the pack.
• Tom Kite lost second- and third-

round leads when he bogeyed the
17th and 18th both days, a teasing
prelim to the final day when he
coughed up four straight bogeys
starting at the 14th.

• Jeff Sluman led until he bogeyed
two of his final three holes on
Saturday, then confronted one of the
most unsettling thoughts a golfer can
experience. “I honestly don’t know
where it’s going off the tee,” said
Sluman, who made seven bogeys over

the first three rounds — each of them
following a missed fairway. Sluman
drove the ball better in Round 4, but
he never mounted a serious challenge
after bogeys at two of his first three
holes.

• Watson birdied four of his first
eight holes on Sunday to climb within
three shots and, playing in front of
the last group by more than an hour,
had hoped to post a score that might
turn up the pressure on the leaders as
they faced Canterbury’s last three
holes, which might be the best finish
in golf. But Watson, who four-putted
a green two days earlier, again was
done in with a putter that misfired
and on Sunday he missed two short
par putts. “The mind tells you you’re
not going to make a proper stroke,”
lamented Watson, “and you don’t.”

The title eventually was decided at
the par-4 12th, the week’s second-
most difficult hole. Mize, then ahead
of Allen by a stroke, made a bogey 5
and Allen, in the following group, hit
a 9-iron to 4 feet and rolled in the
birdie. Allen kept his one-stroke lead
until the 72nd hole, where his 10-foot
birdie served as very sweet icing on
the cake.

With the great success enjoyed by
Allen in his Champions Tour debut,
most observers reasoned it was a 
no-brainer that Allen would see the
obvious signal that his place was in
senior golf. But Allen countered that
as long as he had his PGA Tour card
for 2009, which he did, he planned
on using it.

“I worked so hard to get exempt
and stay exempt on the PGA Tour,”
he said, “that it means a great deal to
me to do that. I feel like I worked my
game to become a really competitive
player. . . . In a couple of years, maybe
a year, who knows what’s going to
happen? But I still want to compete
against the best players in the world
for another year or two, while I’m
able to, because I won’t be able to for
long.”

You can be sure Mize and his
colleagues were not arguing with
Allen’s logic.

“I just thought it was very nice of 
The PGA of America to invite me. I have
never had an invitation to a tournament
before, so I was honored.”

— Michael Allen

Larry Mize



32 71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

THE DEFENDING SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

MODERN
Maturity Michael Allen is comfortable

with his professional career,
an often-arduous journey
filled with memorable,
disparate tales 

BY BILL HUFFMAN
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AS A WELL-KNOWN
oenophile, Michael

Allen revels in the
comparison that his career in

golf is like a fine bottle of wine.
“Oh, yes,” he says with a husky

laugh. “I have absolutely gotten better
with age.”

The biggest proof came a year ago
when the Scottsdale, Ariz., resident
captured the 70th Senior PGA
Championship in his very first start in
senior golf. Playing on a invitation from
The PGA of America, Allen joined the
legendary Arnold Palmer as the only
players ever to win the prestigious
championship in their Champions Tour
debut.

Despite the fact that Allen never had
won in 334 starts on the PGATour — his
last victory was the 1998 Greater Austin
Open on the Nationwide Tour — he
held off the more-heralded Larry Mize
to win by two strokes at Canterbury
Golf Club in Cleveland. And, as usual,
he did it the hard way, opening with a 
4-over-par 74 before storming back with
a week-best 66, followed by 
back-to-back 67s on the weekend.

Always humble and easygoing, Allen
quickly dismissed any comparisons to
himself and “the King.”

“If you refer to me and Arnie in the
same sentence, the only thing we had in
common before winning this great
tournament was, we both liked to have a
glass of wine,” quipped Allen, who
celebrated his victory by buying
champagne for the media à la
“Champagne Tony” Lema, the late,

great golfer who initiated the practice at
the 1964 British Open.

What was just as amazing about
Allen’s entrance into age-group golf was
it almost didn’t happen. That’s because
Allen, who still spends most of his time
on the PGA Tour, had a scheduling
conflict.

“It all started when my wife (Cynthia)
told me I got a letter from The PGA of
America,” Allen recalled. “I thought I
probably had to pay some dues. I’ve
never had an invitation or an exemption
for anything.”

The conflict involved the PGATour’s
Byron Nelson Classic in suburban
Dallas, which took place the same week
in late May.

“But since The PGA of America had
been so nice about it, I decided it was
time to test the waters with a lot of the
guys I had grown up with,” Allen said of
the experience that ended up earning
him $360,000, or about twice as much
as he had made in his first 12 events on
the PGATour in 2009.

“In retrospect, it was one of the
greatest decisions I ever made. I’ll never
forget hitting that 4-iron at the (225-
yard, par-3) 17th hole on Sunday — a
perfect shot on the hardest hole on the
course. I had trained my whole life for
that moment, and I finally did it.”

To say Allen’s very own Canterbury
Tale was long and winding would be an
understatement. Then again, playing
golf for a living can be like reading a
great novel, where there are lots of
twists and turns and, eventually, a touch
of irony.
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Allen’s roller-coaster career began as a
youngster in San Francisco, where he
grew up in San Mateo, was lucky enough
to get to play at the Olympic Club as a
teenager and eventually got a
scholarship to the University of Nevada-
Reno. 

“I never saw the campus on my
recruiting trip,” chuckled Allen. “But it
was a great experience. I met some
fantastic people playing college golf,
including one of my teammates, Kirk
Triplett.”

Upon graduation, Allen stood at yet
another crossroads.

“I learned early on that I couldn’t
make money rock climbing — another
passion — so I took a job with Morgan
Stanley as a broker,” Allen recalled. “I
think I lasted a couple of weeks.”

Torn between work and his frequent
trips to the Napa Valley to visit the
wineries, Allen chose the vino. But
realizing that his father knew best, he
ended up giving golf a shot at the
professional level.

“It was about 1984 or so, and our club
had just been selected to host the (1987)
U.S. Open. That is how it all came up,”
Allen said. “My dad challenged me to get
my game good enough so (eventually) I
could qualify for it, which I didn’t.

“He said, ‘You’re good enough to play
out there, and besides, you love it.’ ”

Thus began an odyssey that started in
South Africa, journeyed into Asia and
ended up in Europe. Along the way,
Allen tasted his first win at the 
1986 Bordeaux Open and then captured
the 1989 Scottish Open, the European
Tour’s tuneup to the British Open. A
final-round 63 gave Allen a two-stroke
margin of victory over a field that
included Jose-Maria Olazabal, Ian
Woosnam, Sandy Lyle, Payne Stewart,
Nick Faldo, Vijay Singh, Seve Ballesteros
and Greg Norman.

“The Scottish Open was big because
of the people I beat, but the Bordeaux
Open is probably the one I’ll always
remember for a couple of reasons,”
Allen said, a smile spreading across his
face. “Bordeaux was my first win as a
pro, and part of the winnings included
25 cases of wine, which represented a
full barrel.”

Tired of the globe-trotting grind but
fresh off the victory in Scotland, Allen
gave PGATour Qualifying School a shot
in 1989. It was the first of a record 13
trips to professional golf ’s school of
hard knocks, from which he made it

through successfully nine times, also a
record.

But Allen’s education didn’t come
without a lot of strain and pain as he quit
the game in 1995 for what turned out to
be three long, frustrating years. During
that span he took jobs as an assistant in
the golf shop at famed Winged Foot
Golf Club, tried another (unsuccessful)
stint as a stock broker, and tried 
his hand at medical sales (also
unsuccessful) before working in the
construction industry in Scottsdale.

“Even in Arizona’s ‘boom’ housing
market of the late ’90s, I was able to

Michael’s wife, Cynthia, was on hand
to see him collect the hardware at
the Senior PGA Championship.
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lose money,” said Allen, who now
laughs at the memory. “So I got a cell
phone and figured everybody would
start calling me (offering jobs).

“But I was wrong. After a while you
just kind of realize that it’s hard to go
out in the real world and make
$100,000 a year. There was a lot of
frustration, a lot of tough times, and a
lot of good times . . . but I had my kids
(daughters Christy, now 16, and
Michelle, 12) and my wife, and I was
determined to take care of my family.”

Allen returned to Q-School in
2001, 2003 and 2005 before he
graduated for good in 2006.

“Luckily, I was good at it,” said
Allen, who has earned almost 
$6 million on the PGA Tour despite
never visiting the winner’s circle.

What is it that has kept the 
51-year-old Allen on the upswing
despite his advancing age? According
to his best friend and confidant, his
wife, Cynthia, “Michael finally got his
own team.”

“We used to joke that his career
started going straight downhill when
he met me, and there is some truth to
that,” Cynthia quipped. “But I believe
we are all on a path, and this was the
path that was laid out for Michael. . . .

“The biggest thing was, he learned
from those trials and tribulations, and
now he’s got his team in place.
(Instructor) Mike Mitchell has got

him comfortable and confident, Mike
Maroney has been his caddie for four
years and really knows Michael’s
game, and he’s got a trainer, Jeff
Banasech, who keeps him limber and
in shape — even if Michael doesn’t
necessarily look like it.”

Mitchell, who teaches out of the
Hideaway Club in Palm Springs,
Calif., said there are several reasons
why Allen has improved late in his
career.

“Michael is a tremendous student,
and he’s not afraid to get out there
and just pound it out,” said Mitchell,
who also has worked with successful
tour professionals such as Brad Faxon,
Steve Lowery and John Cook. “Plus,
(with age) he’s gotten stronger
mentality and mechanically.

“He calls me ‘the mad scientist,’ 
but he’s also trusted me to take him 
in a direction that was more efficient
and relied more on the biomechanics 
of the golf swing. As a result, 
it’s been a great journey, a great
friendship, and everything has just
added up.”

Allen’s zenith, to date, has been 
the victory at the Senior PGA
Championship, but he hopes there still
might be some magic left on the PGA
Tour, too. Although time is running out,
Allen said there is no way he’s panicking.

“Some people struggle with getting
older, but I’m very comfortable with it,”

he said. “The truth is, you can’t fight it,
and besides, I’m actually quite proud of
the fact that I’ve made it this far.”

Along those lines, the Allens tried to
honor the past when Michael and
Cynthia hand out a special gift to each
player at this year’s Senior PGA
Championship at Colorado Golf
Club.

“We thought long and hard about it
because we wanted something special,
something that reflected Michael’s
career in golf,” Cynthia said. “In the
end, it seemed like the perfect gift: a
bottle of 1985 Chateau Rausan-Segla.”
Yes, the exact vintage that Allen laid
claim to almost 25 years ago in France.  

“Cynthia and I decided that was an
important little story in my life, that
first win,” Allen said. “Besides, we
drank the last bottle (of the original 25
cases) last year, and I thought we needed
to restock. It’s just a really nice bottle of
bordeaux and I thought the guys would
enjoy it.”

But try as they might, the Allens were
unable to get their hands on enough to
share the vintage with every player in
the field. But it wasn’t for lack of effort
from Allen, who, like a true oenophile,
has absolutely gotten better with age.

Bill Huffman formerly covered golf for
The Arizona Republic in Phoenix and
now writes for the Arizona Golf
Association.

In his many years trying to win on tour in the United States, Allen played at every level: the Nationwide Tour (left, 2003),
the PGA Tour (center, 2006) and as a senior (right, 2009).



The Swing of a

CHAMPION
A photographic look at the swing
of 2009 Senior PGA Champion
Michael Allen
BY MIKE MITCHELL, PGA

THE DEFENDING SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

(Mike Mitchell is the PGA teaching professional at The Hideaway in 
La Quinta, Calif. He has worked closely with Michael Allen since 2004.)

MICHAEL IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF THE MODERN-DAY GOLF
swing — a culmination of great golf conditioning, mechanical
application and well-fit equipment.

I tried to show Michael how, if we change his structure, that
it would allow him to move more efficiently and create a better
delivery of the golf club through impact.

I organized our work into a few components. First, I like to
start with structure: the player’s foundation, which is
comprised of their pre-shot principals, grip, alignment, posture
and ball position. Posture was a big thing with Michael. We

needed to work a lot to help him maintain certain
structural positions. I had to first get him structured

correctly, then to get him moving within that
foundation properly, and then finally getting the golf
club connected to his arms in that whole foundation.
The last part was connecting him with the right
equipment, and we made some dramatic changes in
this regard.

As Michael delivers the club through impact, the
butt of the shaft and his left arm are in a forward
position in relation to the impact of the ball. This
is a continuation of the energy or the reaction of
the load in the backswing. He’s reacting forward
from the backswing, where he’s in a level and fully
extented position through impact; this (Fig. 9) is
the highly desired and pivotal moment of the
swing that every golfer should aim to achieve.

When everything is finished (Fig. 12), he’s in a
relatively straight line from his left shoe all the
way up through his head. It’s all pretty much a
straight line.

But anytime you’re dealing with a player at
that level, there’s a tremendous amount of trust
involved. And that speaks very highly to
Michael’s character, to put your complete trust in
someone who’s trying to architect changes, all in
the aim of making his swing more repeatable,
more efficient.

He’s deserving of everything he gets from his
Senior PGA Championship victory and everything
he gets going forward.

36 71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP



71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 37

P
H

O
TO

S
 B

Y
 N

IC
K

 D
O

A
N



THE DEFENDING SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

38 71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

1. Favorite course in the U.S.
Pebble Beach.

2. Favorite hole in the U.S.
That’s a harder question. Might
be No. 17 at Winged Foot (West),
but it’s hard to beat 7 or 8 at
Pebble Beach . . . or the 16th at
Cypress Point.

3. Favorite course outside the U.S.
The Old Course at St. Andrews.

4. Favorite hole outside the U.S.
No. 7 at Old Head (Kinsale,
Ireland), the par 3 up over the
hill.

5. Favorite view in golf.
The bar at Edgewood Tahoe Golf
Course (Stateline, Nev.). Then
again, sitting behind the 18th
green at Pebble Beach is pretty 
spectacular, too.

6. Any golf superstitions?
I never start a round with any
golf balls with the number 3 on
them, and I only use pink and
white tees.

7. Favorite meal.
My father-in-law’s Seafood Fra
Diavlo.

8. Where were you and how old 
were you the first time you 
broke par?
I was 13 at The Olympic Club, on
the old Ocean Course, on a
foggy morning with my father.

9. Favorite golf course architect.
Seth Raynor.

10. Best shot of your career.
I know the most pertinent one
was the shot at the par-3 17th at
the Senior PGA Championship.

That’s as good as I can hit a golf
ball when I’ve needed to. (Allen
hit a 229-yard 4-iron on the
green and went on to make par,
which allowed him to take a one-
stroke lead to the 72nd hole.)

11. The one show you have to 
TiVo when you’re on the road.
I’ve never TiVo’d anything in my
life.

12. If you weren’t a professional 
golfer, what would you be?
I love the stock market, but now 
I know I wouldn’t be any good at
that. Maybe a waiter.

13. Who fills out your dream 
foursome, golfers?
My father, Arnold Palmer and
probably my buddy, Johnny.

14. Who fills out your dream 
foursome, non-golfers?
Ronald Reagan, Charles Barkley
and Joe Montana.

15. Favorite movie.
“Tombstone” or “Animal House.”

16 Favorite musician or group.
The Grateful Dead.

17. Favorite sporting event, 
non-golf.
The one I’d love to go to is
Wimbledon.

18. Favorite sports team.
San Francisco 49ers.

19. Favorite athlete.
Joe Montana.

20. Who would you buy a ticket 
to watch?
Billy Joel and Elton John. I’ve
seen them in concert together
and they were phenomenal.

20 Questions With
MICHAEL ALLEN

Photos: The seventh hole at Pebble Beach; The Grateful Dead; Wimbledon
(background); Joe Montana. 
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SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP DEBUTS

Among those competing in their first Senior PGA Championship are 
Paul Azinger, Fred Couples and Corey Pavin, each of whom has 
written his own noteworthy chapter in golf annals

BY MARINO PARASCENZO

Major
ADDITIONS
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PAUL AZINGER WON THE PGA
Championship under a death threat he
didn’t know about, Fred Couples won
the Masters off one of the scariest
hanging lies in golf history, and Corey
Pavin took the U.S. Open with a shot so
sweet, it’s still soaring like a dream
through the minds of everyone who
witnessed it.

Introducing the Big Three of senior
golf, Class of 2010 for the newly 
over-50s and leading the way among
those eligible this year for their first
Senior PGA Championship. These 
are the Captains Three: Azinger
captained the U.S. team to victory 
in the 2008 Ryder Cup; Couples 
led the U.S. over the Internationals 
in the 2009 Presidents Cup; and Pavin’s
time is right around the corner. He’s the
U.S. captain for this year’s Ryder Cup 
in Wales.

All three also have another thing in
common: a defining, heroic moment in
their careers.

A
zinger’s moment was the entire
1993 PGA Championship at

Inverness in Toledo, Ohio.
It wasn’t so much that he birdied

four of the last seven holes to tie Greg
Norman and then beat him in a
playoff, though that was great theater.
The big thing was the lurking death

threat. In his case, he finally had the
biopsy the doctor had almost pleaded
with him to get. It was then he learned
that the grinding pain in his right
shoulder wasn’t something those
handfuls of Advil was going to make go
away. This was cancer.

There followed chemotherapy,
radiation, lots of pain and crippling
nausea. One time, the nurse was
saying, “Having a bad hair day?”

Zinger wished. For a bad hair day, 

From left to right: Paul Azinger raised the Wanamaker Trophy after his victory at the 1993 PGA Championship; 
Fred Couples was victorious at the 1992 Masters; and Corey Pavin hit a memorable shot at the 72nd hole to clinch 
the 1995 U.S. Open.

Zinger’s trophy case is hefty: 12 wins on
the PGA Tour, including the 1993 PGA
Championship. But his true legacy to golf
will be the courage he showed when he
beat the real Bogeyman.



first you need hair.
Zinger’s trophy case is hefty: 12 wins

on the PGA Tour, including the 1993
PGA Championship. But his true
legacy to golf will be the courage he
showed when he beat the real
Bogeyman.

Azinger planned to ease his way into

senior golf with a handful of visits in
2010.

“I didn’t get off to a great start,” he
said after a couple of distant finishes.
He never figured it would be easy. And
there would be adjustments, none of
them severe.

“The courses are maybe 200, 400

yards shorter and there’s a little less
rough,” he said. “But the bottom line is,
it’s golf at its highest level.”

There is one other nifty difference.
“The fact that there’s not a cut,” he said
with that great grin, “is like getting paid
in advance.”

The Ryder Cup victory of 2008 is
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Indeed, Couples finished second in his debut and then 
won his next three starts. Thus, he was the first in 

Champions Tour history to win three of his first four starts.

The field at Colorado Golf Club is enhanced with the top 35 finishers from the 2009 Senior PGA Professional National
Championship at PGA Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, Fla., won by Bill Britton of Rumson, N.J. Here are those qualifiers in 
order of finish:

Bill Britton
Rumson, N.J. 

Perry Arthur
Plano, Texas 

Paul Daniels
Port St. Lucie, Fla. 

Mike San Filippo
Hobe Sound, Fla. 

Jim White
Lincoln, Neb. 

David Thore
Wilmington, N.C. 

Jeff Roth
Flushing, Mich. 

Lindy Miller
Fort Worth, Texas 

Jimmy Hamilton
Knightdale, N.C. 

Chris Starkjohann
Encinitas, Calif. 

Kim Thompson
Salt Lake City, Utah

Jon Fieldler
Camarillo, Calif. 

Jerry Tucker
Stuart, Fla. 

Ed Sabo
Tequesta, Fla. 

Jim Woodward
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Fred Holton
Montgomery, Ala. 

Ralph West
Avondale, Ariz. 

Mike Malask
Mesa, Ariz.

Freddy Gibson
Orlando, Fla. 

Bill Loeffler
Highlands Ranch, Colo. 

Scott Spence
Middletown, R.I. 

Gary Sowinski
San Diego, Calif. 

Rod Nuckolls
Wichita, Kan. 

Ron Vlosich
Lakewood, Colo. 

Michael Zaremba
Pueblo West, Colo. 

Kirk Hanefeld
Acton, Mass. 

Darrell Kestner
Glen Cove, N.Y. 

Gary Trivisonno
Aurora, Ohio 

Cleve Coldwater
Clarks Summit, Pa. 

Robert Gibbons
Molalla, Ore. 

Bill Israelson
Staples, Minn. 

Bob Ford
Oakmont, Pa. 

James Blair III
Ogden, Utah 

Joseph Bostic
Jupiter, Fla. 

Rocky Catalano
Keene Valley, N.Y. 

The 11th hole at
Colorado Golf Club.

SENIOR PGA PROFESSIONAL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP



another part of Azinger’s legacy. He did
it with a revolutionary way to mix and
match golfers. It’s all there in his new
book, “Cracking the Code,” and though
some consider the Ryder Cup to be a
matter of life and death, Azinger, for
one, knows better.

O
n a fine Sunday afternoon at the
1992 Masters, Couples drove a

worldwide television audience beyond
bonkers. He came to Augusta National
Golf Club’s par-3 12th, with the water in
front, leading by two and saying, “I
knew if I could get past that hole, I
would win.”

But his tee shot ended up on the
bank, 18 inches above the water. 
All other balls don’t bother to stop.
They just roll right in. Freddie’s
seemingly hung on the short grass like
some gravity-defying trick in a magic
show.

Did Couples race madly across the
155 yards to play the ball before it could
move? No. 

Did he at least walk fast? No.
He moseyed, leaving the millions of

television viewers to scream while a
giant was dragging his fingernails down
a cosmic chalkboard.

Finally, Couples got there, chipped
the ball to within a foot, made his par,
finished off a 2-under-par 70 and went
on to win by two strokes over Raymond
Floyd.

Couples, who had 15 wins on 
the PGA Tour, had not planned 
on playing senior golf fulltime this 
year despite what Azinger called 
a “rocket start.” Indeed, Couples
finished second in his debut and 
then won his next three starts. Thus, 
he was the first in Champions Tour
history to win three of his first four
starts.

“I had a great stretch in 1992,” said
Couples, who won two other events in
’92 in addition to that Masters, “but I
must say that these weeks . . . I’m not
missing many shots.

“I think I can compete out here,” he
continued. “Now I have to figure out
how long.”

P
avin, listed generously at 5-foot-9
and 155 pounds, has grit in every

ounce, as he showed the world in the
1995 U.S. Open at tough Shinnecock
Hills. He started the final round three
behind Greg Norman and Tom
Lehman, and three holes later he was
five behind and all but dead. But before
long, the galleries were yelling his name
down the stretch. Then came his
moment of truth.

Pavin was clinging to the lead coming
to the 18th, a formidable par 4 of 450
yards. His tee shot was excellent, but
for one of the shortest hitters in the
game, his second would be no
comfortable iron. He had 230 yards to
the hole and couldn’t see much of his
target. Then came the shot still
bronzed in the minds of all who saw it
— a full 4-wood that landed just short
and rolled to about 5 feet from the cup.
Pavin made his par. Norman failed to
catch him. Pavin had the U.S. Open.

Pavin won 15 times on tour, but he’s
said his results as a senior would depend
on how fast and how well his swing

changes would work.
“I’ve been using a slower takeaway

and a slower backswing,” Pavin said.
“And I’ve been taking it a little more
inside. My ball-striking improved a lot.”

None of this translated into anything
more than encouragement early in the
2010 season. Pavin was splitting his
time and his concentration. As captain
of the 2010 U.S. Ryder Cup Team, he
was playing some on the PGATour, the
better to scout players.

The Champions Tour can look
forward to the same kind of grit.

“The courses will be a little better for
me, a little shorter,” Pavin said.
“Granted, the courses aren’t as long and
there’s not as much rough, but
remember, these guys can play 
some golf.”

That being the case, Pavin will fit
right in.

Marino Parascenzo, a former president
of the Golf Writers Association of
America, is a freelance writer from
Ellwood City, Pa.
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As captain of the U.S. Team,
Corey Pavin hopes to keep
the Ryder Cup in American
hands after this year’s
match in Wales.

Pavin was splitting his time and his
concentration. As captain of the 2010 U.S.
Ryder Cup Team, he was playing some on
the PGA Tour, the better to scout players.
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PLAYERS TO WATCH
The players eligible to compete in the 71st Senior PGA Championship represent an accomplished group. Players 
featured here and elsewhere (see the story that begins on page 40) collectively have won more than 40 major golf titles.

Hale Irwin

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 1992

1996, 1997, 1998, AND 2004 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION
Major Championships: 1974, 1979 and 1990 U.S. Opens

Member: 1975, 1977, 1979, 1981 and 1991 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Allen Doyle

1999 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

Jay Haas

2006, 2008 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION
Member: 1983, 1995, 2004 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

John Jacobs

2003 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONS
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Mike Reid

2005 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

Tom Wargo

1993 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

Denis Watson

2007 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION

Doug Tewell

2000 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION 
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MAJOR  CHAMPIONS

Ben Crenshaw

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2002

Major Championships: 1984 and 1995 Masters

Captain: 1999 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1981, 1983, 1987 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Tom Kite

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2004

Major Championship: 1992 U.S. Open

Captain: 1997 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1979, 1981, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1989 and 1993 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams 

Fuzzy Zoeller

2002 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION
Major Championships:  1979 Masters, 1984 U.S. Open 

Member: 1979, 1983, 1985 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Tom Watson

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 1988

2001 SENIOR PGA CHAMPION
Major Championships: 1975, 1977, 1980, 1982 and 1983 British Opens; 

1977 and 1981 Masters; 1982 U.S. Open

Captain: 1993 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1977, 1981, 1983, 1989 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams
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Bernhard Langer

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2002

Major Championships: 1985 and 1993 Masters

Captain: 2004 European Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1981, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997 and 2002

European Ryder Cup Teams

Tom Lehman

Major Championship: 1996 British Open

Captain: 2006 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1995, 1997 and 1999 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Sandy Lyle

Major Championships: 1985 British Open, 1988 Masters

Member: 1979, 1981, 1983, 1985 and 1987 European Ryder Cup Teams

Larry Nelson

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2006
Major Championships: 1987 PGA Championship, 1983 U.S. Open

Member: 1979, 1981, 1987 U.S. Ryder Cup Team
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MAJOR CHAMPIONS

Mark O’Meara

Major Championships: 1998 Masters, 1998 British Open. 

Member: 1985, 1989, 1991, 1997, 1999 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Jerry Pate

Major Championship: 1976 U.S. Open

Member: 1981 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Andy North

Major Championships: 1978 and 1985 U.S. Opens

Member: 1985 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Larry Mize

Major Championship: 1987 Masters

Member: 1987 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Tied for second, 2009
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Craig Stadler

Major Championship: 1982 Masters

Member: 1983, 1985 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Jeff Sluman

Major Championship: 1988 PGA Championship

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Tied for fifth, 2009

Scott Simpson

Major Championship: 1987 U.S. Open

Member: 1987 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Nick Price

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2003

Major Championships: 1992 and 1994 PGA Championships; 

1994 British Open 
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MAJOR CHAMPIONS

Hal Sutton

Major Championship: 1983 PGA Championship

Captain: 2004 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1985, 1987, 1999 and 2002 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Lanny Wadkins

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2009

Major Championship: 1977 PGA Championship

Captain: 1995 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1977, 1979, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1989, 1991 and 

1993 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Bob Tway

Major Championship: 1986 PGA Championship

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: T53, 2009

Curtis Strange

World Golf Hall of Fame Inductee, 2007

Major Championships: 1988 and 1989 U.S. Opens

Captain: 2002 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Member: 1983, 1985, 1987, 1989 and 1995 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams
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OTHER CONTENDERS

Loren Roberts

Member: 1995 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Fifth, 2006

Scott Hoch

Member: 1997 and 2002 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Tied for third, 2008

Peter Jacobsen

Member: 1985 and 1995 U.S. Ryder Cup Teams

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Tied for sixth, 2005

Fred Funk

Member: 2004 U.S. Ryder Cup Team

Best Senior PGA Championship finish: Tied for fifth, 2009
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COLORADO GOLF CLUB

BY GRAHAM CLIFF, PGA

SINCE THE COLORADO GOLF CLUB IS SERVING AS
host of our first major championship, one question I get
asked a lot is: What kind of player will have an advantage
during the Senior PGA Championship?

The quick answer — because we are near Denver
and at an altitude of nearly a mile high — is always that
the long hitter is the guy to watch. We have two
drivable par 4s that can be taken advantage of and guys
can make twos there. But double bogeys can be made
on these holes just as easily.

Three of the par 5s are reachable by the long hitters.
But players will find that if they miss the greens, it’s
not an automatic sand wedge to get on. At the end of
the day, chipping and putting will win. The greens will
be running about 11 on the stimpmeter during the
week of the Championship and the players will find
some dramatic contours on some greens.

The eighth hole will play at approximately 305 yards,
but it is anything but an easy birdie. The hole has a
tough green complex with a deep bunker. With the
field starting on the first and 10th tees on Thursday
and Friday, this will be the 17th for half the field each
day. Some interesting decisions will be made here.

The key stretch of the course starts at 14, the other
drivable par 4. It will play at about 320 yards, downhill,
and it’s drivable about 99 percent of the time. I can
envision a player making a two there on the weekend,
and I see The PGA of America setting up that hole as
an enticement for somebody to do that.

The 15th and 16th are back-to-back, reachable par 5s.
Eagles and birdies will definitely happen there. I think
about 50 percent of the field can reach 15 in two. The
16th features a split fairway that will make the players
think on the tee. The left fairway provides a bit of an
easier look into the green, but the fairway on the right
is bigger.

After feasting for three holes, the players get back to
the clubhouse by playing the 200-yard, downhill par-3
17th with water, and then the 18th, a tough, 440-yard
uphill par 4.

The Colorado Golf Club is old-school golf;
everything is right in front of you.

WIDE open
The altitude might favor the
big hitters, but the layout for the
71st Senior PGA Championship 
will test all the shots
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TELEVISION TIMES
71st Senior PGA Championship
(All times Eastern)

Thursday, May 27  . . Golf Channel . . . 6–9 p.m.

Friday, May 28  . . . . . Golf Channel . . . 6–9 p.m.

Saturday, May 29 . . . NBC . . . . . . . . . . 3–6 p.m.

Sunday, May 30  . . . . NBC . . . . . . . . . . 3–6 p.m.

H O L E YA R DS PA R

1 653 5

2 152 3

3 426 4

4 498 4

5 477 4

6 249 3

7 580 5

8 308 4

9 463 4

10 459 4

11 197 3

12 508 4

13 401 4

14 326 4

15 592 5

16 550 5

17 206 3

18 445 4

TOTAL:  7,490 Yards, Par 72

H O L E YA R DS PA R

OUT— 3,684 Yards, Par 36IN — 3,806 Yards, Par 36

COLORADO GOLF CLUB
Parker, Colo.
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Players will need just a short-
iron shot to the smallest green
on the course. The green
slopes severely, and bunkers
catch shots that are either
short or long. A tough up-and-
down usually is the case for
those who miss the green.

2
PAR 3 • 152 YARDS

This long, downhill opening
hole provides great views of
the Front Range and also
serves as a good chance for
birdie. Players have a lot of
options and long hitters might
get home in two.

1
PAR 5 • 653 YARDS



SECURITY STRATEGY. EXPERTLY EXECUTED.
Assessment  |  Compliance  |  Data Protection 

Security Technologies  |  Wireless
800.574.0896 / www.accuvant.com

Is your company’s 
security program 
built on the same 
foundation?
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3
PAR 4 • 426 YARDS

Players are able to take the tee
shot as far down the hill as
they’d like, setting up an
approach across the barranca
to a natural green site. The
strategy off the tee will vary
depending on the hole location.

A low-profile green makes
depth perception difficult at
this long par 4. Cross bunkers
about 130 yards short of the
green add to the deception.
The green falls away to the left,
but taking the safe route to the
right leaves a difficult downhill
chip.

4
PAR 4 • 498 YARDS
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5
PAR 4 • 477 YARDS

The barranca on the left defines
the hole. The approach is
slightly uphill, with a
strategically placed bunker on
the right side. The green sits in
a small natural amphitheatre
and features dramatic
movement.

This hole is psychologically
challenging because of the
length on the scorecard, yet it
plays somewhat shorter
because of a kick slope short of
the green.

6
PAR 3 • 249 YARDS



Located in the heart of southeast Denver and just 45 miles north 
of Colorado Springs, Parker is the perfect location for those who 
want to get away while staying in the middle of it all. With new 
homes being built and businesses popping up, Parker is one of 
the fastest growing communities in the country.

Parker boasts first-class amenities, including excellent open 
space, parks and trails, recreational amenities, opportunities for 
community involvement and great schools, while still having easy 
access to shopping, transportation and quality services.

With construction currently underway on Parker’s arts, culture and 
events (PACE) center, the Town will soon have even more to offer 
residents and visitors.

www.parkeronline.org
Parker is your

destination to live, 
shop, work and play. 

Parker, Colorado

Make the most out of  your drive.
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7
PAR 5 • 580 YARDS

This is a strategic par 5 where
nature did the work. The "Snow
Bunker" necessitates a decision
off the tee — carry the bunker
for a chance to go for the green
in two, or play to the left side of
it. The green sits across a
barranca and is a small target
for a wood or long iron. It’s a
challenge even for those who
play the hole conventionally
and have a wedge for their
approach.

8
PAR 4 • 308 YARDS

This is a classic short par 4. Big
hitters might elect to go for the
green off the tee, but if they fail,
they'll face an awkward pitch to
a small putting surface with
dramatic internal contours.
There may be some eagle 2s
here, but there will be some
double-bogey 6s as well.





This is a nice, old-fashioned 
up-and-over hole. The longer a
player is able to be off the tee,
the more he plays off a hanging
lie. The green runs from left to
right, so the left side is the
target off the tee.

This hole plays back over the
crest of a hill and presents
beautiful mountain views. There
are no bunkers at this hole, but
a treacherous fall-away green
presents interesting challenges
on the approach shot.

COLORADO GOLF CLUB
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10
PAR 4 • 459 YARDS

9
PAR 4 • 463 YARDS



ComingAttraction.
Michelle Wie leads the group 

of young  hopefuls coming to

the Broadmoor next summer.

www.2011uswomensopen.com

Conducted by

66TH U.S. WOMEN’S OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
July 4 - 10, 2011 | The Broadmoor | Colorado Springs
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The tee shot plays over a pond
to a green with three distinct
segments. This is a beautiful 
par 3 with lots of interesting
hole locations and setup
options.

12
PAR 4 • 508 YARDS

11
PAR 3 • 197 YARDS

This is a demanding par 4.
Players will favor a semi-blind
line down the left side from the
tee. The approach is a long iron
or fairway wood. It’s best to
stay left in order to avoid the
pot bunker that guards the
right side.



E-470-2

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE
Better than Pikes Peak - and WE have coupons!

Every Day You Stay at
USAirport Parking!

Covered or Uncovered Parking

Expires 9/6/2010

$200 OFF
Valet fees extra.  USAirport PARKING Does NOT Charge Taxes, Fees, or Other Add-ons. Valid With 

Or Without Frequent Parker Card. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. One Per Visit. Not Valid With 

Monthly Or Yearly Prepaid Rates. Rates & Offers Subject To Change.

PGA

USAirport Parking now offers Valet Service for both COVERED 
and Uncovered parking.

Simply follow the GREEN SIGNS when you enter the lot and
we'll do the rest!

Your LUGGAGE

Rides FREE!

Your LUGGAGE

Rides FREE!

NOW OFFERING VALET!

Visit: www.usairportparking.com
1-866-PARKING

Tower Road just North off Pena Boulevard

First Class Convenience for DIAFirst Class Convenience for DIA
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13
PAR 4 • 401 YARDS

A spine that cuts across the
fairway gives a certain
randomness to the tee shot and
great charm to the hole. The
golfer is drawn toward the left
side, but a tee shot to the right
side provides a better angle for
the approach.

Here’s another short par 4. It
appears downhill from the tee,
thereby tempting long hitters.
The boomerang green wraps
around a bunker, presenting a
tricky pitch from the opposite
side.

14
PAR 4 • 326 YARDS



For the complete World Golf Hall of Fame® experience
Tour the World Golf Hall of Fame

Luxurious accommodations at The Renaissance Resort

Play Slammer & Squire and King & Bear

Take lessons at the PGA TOUR® Golf Academy

For many years, golf fans have heard Gary Player,
Ben Crenshaw and Arnold Palmer say this phrase.

And many have listened and traveled to St. Augustine,

Florida. The World Golf Hall of Fame houses

thousands of treasured artifacts from its 130 members.

It hosts major exhibits - like “Bob Hope: Shanks for the Memory” now

on display. And just beyond it's walls are two Hall of Fame-inspired golf

courses, one designed by Palmer and Nicklaus, the other by

Sarazen and Snead. It's a place to make your own Hall of Fame

memories.But don’t take our word for it... if you love the
game - isn’t it time for you to go?

At World Golf Village® • St. Augustine, FL • 1.800.WGV.GOLF
www.WorldGolfVillage.com

Find Us On
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15
PAR 5 • 592 YARDS

This is a reachable par 5 with a
blind tee shot over the hill.
Water comes into play here
with a stream crossing in front
of the green. The hole presents
all kinds of strategies and
options. It has trees, water,
scenic vistas and elevation
changes, making it fun but
pivotal.

16
PAR 5 • 550 YARDS

Players are asked to pick their
poison off the tee. The smaller
and narrower right fairway
provides a green light for the
second shot. The left fairway is
more forgiving but adds length.
The creek that snakes up the
middle is a problem on every
shot.
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17
PAR 3 • 206 YARDS

This green sits on a natural
peninsula with water in front
and a dry wash in back. There is
a generous bailout area to the
right, but that won't be good
enough if a player needs birdie.

18
PAR 4 • 445 YARDS

This is a big finishing hole.
Golfers must play close to the
bunkers at the inside corner of
the turn in order to get the
most direct line. A two-tiered
green provides numerous
options for good hole locations,
thereby creating plenty of 
final-hole drama.



IN ITS SIMPLEST FORM, GOLF IS A FUN

diversion for more than 28 million
Americans, including the more than
half a million people who play some 7.8
million rounds each year in Colorado.

By taking a much broader view,
however, one discovers that golf in the
Rocky Mountain State provides more
than $560 million in direct revenue to
the economy, and more than 11,000
jobs. It also leads the way in managing
the state’s natural resources by only
using less than 1 percent of the state’s
annual water consumption.

And the good news continues, 
thanks in great measure to the efforts 
of the nearly 800 Professionals of 
the Colorado PGA Section. With 
their commitment to growing the 

game throughout the
state and helping
numerous lives along
the way, these PGA
Professionals help
contribute to the
millions of dollars
raised annually for
local charities.

Add it all up, and
it’s no wonder Gov.
Bill Ritter has
proclaimed May as

Play Golf Colorado Month.
“Golf does so much for our state and

I am extremely proud of the significant
role that our PGA Professionals play,”
said Tim Lollar, president of the
Colorado Section. “Colorado PGA
Professionals are clearly some of the
finest in our Association as evidence by
all of the national PGA award winners
we have in our Section. We believe

Colorado PGA Professionals are the
best of the best.”

His case is solid, considering that
Colorado Section members have earned
national PGA awards in each of the past
three years — Kyle Heyen of Hiwan
Golf Club won the PGA’s 2009
President’s Plaque, awarded to a
member for extraordinary and
exemplary contributions in player
development; Clayton Cole of Cherry
Hills Country Club won the 2008 Bill
Strausbaugh Award for mentoring and
community service; and current Section
Vice President Danny Harvanek of The
Golf Club at Bear Dance earned the
2007 PGA Junior Golf Leader Award.

Mike McGetrick, one of the founders
of Colorado Golf Club, was the 1999
national PGATeacher of the Year.

One of the largest of the PGA’s 41
geographical Sections, with its
headquarters in Larkspur, the Colorado
PGA currently is working in
conjunction with the Colorado Golf
Association (CGA), Colorado Women’s
Golf Association (CWGA) and The
First Tee in developing a “Golf in
Schools” program that will be unveiled
this fall in some parts of the state and
launched statewide in the spring of 2011.

The concept of the program is to
take the core values of The First Tee,
which include honesty, integrity and
sportsmanship, and incorporate 
them into the curriculum developed
by Harvanek, a PGA Master
Professional. Harvanek’s program is
currently in 30 Denver public schools
and with the inclusion of The First
Tee and the two state golf associations
the impact will be far more reaching.

“We are proud to work with the

CGA, CWGA and all of our partners
as together we have staked a claim in
our communities and are committed
to making a positive impact through
the sport of golf,” said Lollar, a
former major league pitcher.

Outside the schools, more than
1,000 kids participated last year in a
three-day clinic at Dick’s Sporting
Goods Park in suburban Denver, co-
sponsored by the Colorado PGA,
the Denver YMCA and BirdieBall.

The Colorado PGA Section is also
utilizing the visibility of the 71st
Senior PGA Championship to
promote its programs in a variety of

COLORADO SECTION
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Kyle Heyen

The Colorado PGA Section, along with its allied
Association Partners, looks to expand interest in golf
and make a positive impact in local communities
BY THERESA SMITH

On a MISSION



ways. For example, the Section has
partnered with Pepsi and 144 King
Soopers stores to promote the
Championship and PGA Free Lesson
Month, which is held in May. All
across the state of Colorado in King
Soopers stores Pepsi has created
displays to market the
Championship, the Colorado PGA
and PGA Free Lesson Month. There
are coupons on 12 packs of Pepsi
product promoting all three.

The Colorado Section recently
started an Executive Women’s “Get
Golf Ready” Class that will be
completed in late May. The Section

sought out 12 executive women of
influence to participate in the
program, ranging from business
executives to local media, who will be
featured in a local golf magazine as
part of the promotion to get more
women out on the golf course.

A Mom’s Appreciation Play Golf
Colorado Day was held earlier this
month at Colorado Golf Club. The
event was designed to encourage
more families to play the game of golf
together.

On May 1, juniors ages 8 to 15
participated at par-3 facilities across
the state to qualify to attend the

Senior PGA Junior Par 3
Championship at Colorado Golf Club
on the Saturday before the week of
the Senior PGA Championship. Boys
and girls from each age bracket
competed on the Colorado Golf
Club’s Par 3 course to determine the
winners, and all participants received
tickets to the Championship.

Also in May, PGA Professionals
from across the state have committed
to playing 100 holes of golf in one day
to support the Colorado PGA
Foundation and the March of Dimes.
The aim is to raise more than
$100,000 in support of healthy moms
and healthy babies as well as provide
funds for growth of the game
programs such as the Golf in Schools
Program and college scholarships.

So while the world’s best senior
golfers are displaying their talents for
one special week at Colorado Golf
Club, it’s the members and
apprentices of the Colorado PGA
Section who generate interest in golf
year-round and, in the process, enrich
the lives of those they touch.

“We’re excited to showcase golf in
Colorado and the Colorado PGA
Professional during the week of the
Senior PGA Championship,” Lollar
said. “Since we were founded in 1957,
we have worked hard to expand
interest in the game and help our
Professionals grow in their jobs. We
do feel like we’re on a mission to
really make a difference through our
great sport.”

Theresa Smith is a sportswriter for the
Denver Post.
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Name: Colorado PGA Section

Location: Larkspur, Colo.

Founded: 1957

Members and apprentices: 800

President: Tim Lollar

Executive director: Eddie Ainsworth

Contact: colorado@pgahq.com

or (303) 681-0742

SECTION FACTS
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS
PROGRAM
ENHANCING LIVES THROUGH GOLF
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At CoBank, we are focused on 
providing comprehensive, flexible, 
and effective financial solutions to 
vital industries across rural America. 
With over $58 billion in assets, 
CoBank serves rural borrowers in all 
50 states, including agribusiness 
cooperatives and power, water and 
communications service providers. 
We are committed to serving as 
a dependable source of credit for 
our customers and helping them to 
achieve their business objectives – 
today and in the future.

To learn more about CoBank, 
call 800-542-8072 or visit 
www.cobank.com.

Focus



STAFF AND COMMITTEES

84 71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

71ST Senior PGA Championship Executive Committee

71ST Senior PGA Championship On-site Staff

(From left): Marshal Brereton, Graham Cliff, Tony Hartsock and Mike McGetrick.

Front row (from left): Melissa Brady, Championship Manager, Administration; Emily Hoeper, 
Championship Manager, Hospitality Sales, Back row: Sal Urso, Championship Coordinator; Jeromy Manser, 

Championship Director; Jake Miller, Championship Manager, Operations.
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Front row (from left): Susan Martin, Kathy Jorden, Terri Leu, Kristen Elordi, Harlene Udovich, Annette Mongeau, 
Una Jones, Jenna Hernandez and Colleen Edgar. Back row: Bob Denney, Bob Jeffrey, Kelly Elbin, Julius Mason, 

Kerry Haigh, Jeff Hintz, David Charles and Todd Gary.

Eric Britton Jake Cathey Steve Budnack 

Max Caulkins Jim Cox

71ST Senior PGA Championship Committee Chairpersons

Rick Carman 

Ken Baker Pat Biggers Nancy BoodelBud Biggers 

Forrest Christianson 

71ST Senior PGA Championship, PGA of America Headquarters Staff

Bill DeHay
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71ST Senior PGA Championship Committee Chairpersons

Brent Evans  

Bob Green  

Jeff Hendley  

Helen Graham  

Mike Kieler 

Mat Kolding  

Julie Jacobsen

Jake Kubie  Ron Nation  

Vicky Nation  

Chuck Latham

Gary Newlin Chris Pitaniello  Brent Osland

Dan Dixon  Brian Drees  Mary DeHay 

Paul Hogan  

Andy Fisher Gary Fowler
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71ST Senior PGA Championship Committee Chairpersons

Charlie Post Vince Recine  

Mike Rice  

Martin Prazak 

Perry Rickel Rod Thacker 

John Williams 

Tim Taylor

Deb Zanecchia  Jim Zurcher 

Pat Zurcher  

Kevin Zech  

Robert Polk 

Committee chairs not pictured:
John Cullen
Ben Gibson
Brian Thomson
Paul Zakovich



Member FDIC 4955

usbank.com

Hole in one – count on it.
Whether in a twosome or a foursome, teamwork is essential to winning. You need a banking

partner that knows the financial fairways. At U.S. Bank, every banker is committed to working

with you in providing the best-in-class financial products and services. Hitting a hole in one is

sure shot when you pick a partner who's right for you - knows the course and helps you avoid

the traps. We help our clients be at the top of their game. Turn to the bank you've come to know

and trust. Count on U.S. Bank. Your future looks brighter...with us.
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THE PGA OF AMERICA, 2010

IT’S A RYDER CUP YEAR AND THAT, IN AND
of itself, makes 2010 a special year for The
PGA of America. 

But that’s not to say the game’s most
celebrated team competition is the year’s
only highlight. The PGA Championship
returns to Wisconsin for just the third 
time in the 92-year history of the
Championship when it visits the
renowned Straits Course at Whistling
Straits in Kohler, Wis., and the winners of
the four majors will be invited to compete
at Port Royal Golf Club in Bermuda, the
site of its second consecutive PGA
Grand Slam of Golf.

Though the Ryder Cup has been
played since the 1920s, the biennial
team competition will celebrate a
historic footnote in 2010 when it is
played in Wales for the first time.

T
he captains of the teams in the
38th Ryder Cup are Corey Pavin

for the United States, which regained
the Cup in 2008 at Valhalla Golf Club
in Louisville, Ky.,
after three consecu-
tive losses, and Colin
Montgomerie for
the European side.
Both own distin-
guished playing
résumés that include
unforgettable Ryder
Cup moments.

Within a span of
three months in
1995, Pavin, named
to the 2010 
U.S. Ryder Cup
captaincy in December, struck
the two most memorable shots
of his career.

There promises to be many
thrills later in 2010 as some
of the PGA of America’s
keynote events take place

2010 Ryder Cup
team captains Colin
Montgomerie (left)
and Corey Pavin are
prepared to face off
when the Ryder Cup
makes its first
appearance in Wales
this fall. 

HISTORY 
on the Horizon

38TH RYDER CUP

Oct. 1-3, 2010

Celtic Manor
www.rydercup.com
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THE PGA OF AMERICA, 2010

After winning the 1995 U.S. Open, Pavin
earned a spot on that year’s U.S. Ryder Cup
Team, which was attempting to regain the Cup
at Oak Hill Country Club in Rochester, N.Y.

That Ryder Cup was close from the opening
session, and as Pavin and teammate Loren
Roberts played the finishing holes of their four-
ball match on Day 2, the U.S. held a precarious
one-point lead, 8-7.

The match was all square through 17 holes.
When Europe’s Nick Faldo hit his approach at
the difficult par-4 18th to within 16 feet of the
hole, it appeared as though Europe had gained
an advantage and the point that would tie the
score, 8-8, heading into the final-day singles
matches. From the right rough, Pavin hit what looked to be a
fabulous 4-iron, but the ball rolled onto the fringe, in a delicate
spot slightly above the hole. Pavin’s chip, however, was perfect,
curling into the side of the hole for a stunning birdie.

Though Europe rallied on the last day to win that Ryder
Cup, Pavin finished as the only player on either side to win
four matches.

Pavin also had been brilliant earlier in the year, at the U.S.
Open at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club. Holding a one-stroke
lead over Greg Norman as he played the 72nd hole, Pavin, not
one of the game’s longer players, hit his tee shot about 225
yards down the right side of the fairway, leaving him some 210
partially hidden yards to the front of the green and about 230
to the hole. Pavin then hit the best 4-wood of his career. The
ball rolled to within 5 feet of the hole, from where he made his
par to secure an eventual two-stroke margin of victory.

Most of the greatest names in golf have
played in the Ryder Cup, but few can match
Montgomerie’s stellar record.

In eight Ryder Cups between 1991 and 2006,
Montgomerie is undefeated (6-0-2) in singles.
Of any player with a minimum of five singles
matches, that is the best record in Ryder Cup
history, just slightly better than Tom Kite 
(5-0-2).

Even more eye-opening, however, is this fact.
In Montgomerie’s last four singles matches, all
wins, he never trailed for as much as a single
hole. Here are the details:

1999 — Defeated Payne Stewart in 18 holes,
leading after the completion of 11 different

holes, all square after seven others.
2002 — Defeated Scott Hoch in 14 holes, leading after 12

different holes, all square after two others.
2004 — Defeated David Toms in 18 holes, leading after 15

different holes, all square after three others.
2006 — Defeated David Toms in 18 holes, leading after 16

different holes, all square after two others.
“Something tends to trigger me on Friday morning (at the

Ryder Cup),” Montgomerie once said. “I think there is a
patriotism, but it’s hating losing, really. I’ve always enjoyed a
match-play situation more than I ever have stroke play.”

I
t will be challenge to outdo 2004, when the PGA
Championship visited Whistling Straits for the first

time.
There was a seemingly unlimited number of story lines:

Whistling Straits in Kohler, Wis. 

92ND PGA

CHAMPIONSHIP

Aug. 12-15, 2010

Whistling Straits
(Straits Course)

Kohler, Wis.
www.pga2010.com
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that year’s best field of all the majors with 95
of the world’s top 100 players; the longest
course (7,536 yards) in major championship
history; the highest winning score at a PGA
Championship in a decade and a half; and one
of professional golf ’s greatest champions
becoming the fourth-oldest winner in the
history of the PGA Championship.

Vijay Singh, who claimed his first PGA
Championship six years earlier, took the lead
in the second round and maintained it 
over the final two days, emerging victorious
from a three-hole, three-way playoff against
Chris DiMarco and Justin Leonard. The
victory at the PGA Championship was the
highlight of Singh’s best year as aprofessional; then 41, he
collected nine wins and nearly $11 million in prize money on
his way to the No. 1 spot in the Official World Golf
Ranking.

That PGA Championship elevated the status of
Whistling Straits, a brutally difficult course designed by the
legendary Pete Dye six years earlier, into the pantheon of
the country’s great tests of championship golf. Singh’s
winning score of 280 was the highest in a PGA
Championship in 14 years, since Wayne Grady won in 1990
with a 282 total, and his final-round 76 was the highest
finishing score in a major championship in nearly 70 years.

I
t is an elite group of four players who, after enduring the
pressure of winning a major championship, are rewarded

with an invitation to the PGA Grand Slam of Golf. This year

the event will be returning to Port Royal Golf
Club in Southampton Parish, Bermuda, after
moving to the new venue in 2009.

Unlike the previous two years at Mid
Ocean Club, also in Bermuda, in which the
Grand Slam went to a playoff, the 2009 victor,
Lucas Glover, the U.S. Open champion, won
outright with a five-shot victory over 2007
Grand Slam winner and 2009 Masters
champion Angel Cabrera. In Glover’s first
appearance in the PGA Grand Slam of Golf,
he grabbed the lead in the final round after
three consecutive birdies starting at the ninth
hole. After taking a two-shot lead over
Stewart Cink, he followed with two more

birdies, at Nos. 15 and 17, to take a comfortable margin to
the final hole.

The PGA Grand Slam of Golf was inaugurated in 1979
with Gary Player, the previous year’s Masters winner,
sharing first place with 1978 U.S. Open champion Andy
North in a one-day event at Oak Hill Country Club in
Rochester, N.Y. The event was moved to various locations
until 1994, when it began a 13-year-run at Poipu Bay Golf
Club in Kauai, Hawaii.

Although the atmosphere is relaxed, the play often has
been superb. In the second round of the 2004 PGA Grand
Slam of Golf, Phil Mickelson, that year’s Masters winner,
carded an eagle and 11 birdies en route to a 13-under-par 59
and a five-stroke win over PGA Champion Vijay Singh.
Tiger Woods is a seven-time PGA Grand Slam of Golf
Champion, including five in a row beginning in 1998.

28TH PGA GRAND 

SLAM OF GOLF

Oct. 18-20, 2010

Port Royal Golf Club
Southampton Parish,

Bermuda
www.pgagrandslamofgolf.com

Port Royal Golf Course in
Southampton Parish, Bermuda.
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DWIGHT GAHM WAS USED TO SUCCESS.
A Louisville, Ky., native and former

standout football player at Indiana
University in the early 1940s, Gahm
(pronounced GAME) purchased a
small kitchen cabinet business in 1955
and turned it into one of the top
producers of cabinets in the nation.

The patriarch of the Gahm family
had a grand idea when he and his three
sons in the late 1970s were talking
about what to do with some land the
family owed that used to be the site of a
quarter-horse farm and Boy Scout
camp.

“A golf course,” Gahm would say.
The idea was for a development on

486 acres featuring 2,200 housing units,
commercial properties and a par-62
executive course. Troubles with
flooding and an easement for power
lines scrapped those plans.

So instead of building a small golf 
course surrounded by homes, Gahm 

started thinking “championship” golf
course.

Gahm wanted a course where he
could host events, and he wanted one
designer: Jack Nicklaus.

“I knew he would make it perfect,”
Gahm said.

So the Gahm family used a family
connection. The youngest son, Phil,
played football at Purdue with Bob
Griese, who was a personal friend of
Nicklaus and got a message to him.

The next thing Dwight Gahm knew,
the Golden Bear was driving around his
property in a four-wheel vehicle,
talking about what kind of golf course
the two could build.

“I’ll never forget the first time I was
on the property,” Nicklaus has said. “I
was walking with Dwight Gahm and his
boys, and Dwight said to me, ‘Jack, you
think there’s any chance we could get
a major championship here?’ I said,
‘Dwight, you’re sitting in an area
without other major sports. You’re

absolutely in the perfect place to try
to develop something in that area.’ ”

And so the Gahm dream began.
Valhalla Golf Club, whose name

comes from the great hall in Norse
mythology in which the god Odin
received the souls of slain heroes,
opened in 1986 and within a few years
was included on the lists of the top
100 courses in the nation.

The course was the site the 1996
and 2000 PGA Championships and
the 2008 Ryder Cup, and in 2011 
it will be the host of its second 
Senior PGA Championship; the first
was in 2004. Also on the club’s 
future schedule is the 2014 PGA
Championship.

“It’s beyond a dream,” Dwight
Gahm, now 91, said during a
ceremony when a life-size sculpture
of Nicklaus and Gahm was unveiled
just outside of the clubhouse. “We
sure are fortunate. It has been a
miracle.”

The 18th hole and clubhouse at
Valhalla Golf Club

BY JODY DEMLING

BEYONDThe Dream
Dwight Gahm simply wanted to have a great course 

to play, but Valhalla Golf Club has turned out to be much more



72ND SENIOR 
PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

May 24-29, 2011
Valhalla Golf Club | Louisville, Kentucky

For Tickets, Hospitality and Volunteer Information:
www.pga.com or (502) 245-2000
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A KENTUCKY THOROUGHBRED
VALHALLA CERTAINLY HAS MADE ITS MARK WHEN IT COMES TO BEING A HOST
for major championship golf. It most recently was the site of the 2008 Ryder
Cup in which the U.S. prevailed over Europe for the first time in nine years.
Captain Paul Azinger’s 12-member U.S. team, half of which were rookies,
overtook Europe, captained by Nick Faldo, with a 161⁄2-111⁄2 victory — the first win
for the United States since 1999 and the largest margin of victory for the team
since its nine-point win in 1981.

• Valhalla’s inauguration to major championship golf took place in August
1996, when it was the site of the 78th PGA Championship. Mark Brooks, who
had a top-5 finish at the British Open three weeks earlier, claimed his first major,
thanks to two birdies in a span of 20 minutes at the par-5 18th. But Valhalla’s
first major also will be remembered for what unfolded toward the end of play.

Late in the final round, the clubhouse leader was hometown favorite Kenny
Perry, who was born in Elizabethtown, Ky., just a few miles south of Louisville.
Minutes after posting a 68 and a 72-hole total of 11-under-par 277, he went into
the network television tower to talk about his play and watch the last groups
finish. With any one of three players needing a birdie at the last hole to tie
Perry, it was suggested that perhaps Perry should go to the practice range and
prepare for a possible playoff. He declined.

Brooks made a 5-foot birdie putt on the last hole of regulation to tie Perry,
who went to the playoff without the benefit of any warm-up and having finished
his round 30 minutes earlier. At the 18th, the first hole of the playoff, Brooks
reached the green in two and two-putted for another birdie and the victory.

• The 2000 PGA Championship was played at Valhalla with all eyes focused on
Tiger Woods. Not only was he the defending champion, but Woods also had
captured the two previous majors, including a 15-stroke win at the U.S. Open,
the largest margin of victory in any major in history.

With a three-hole playoff win against Bob May, Woods became the first
player to repeat as PGA Champion since the event was changed to stroke play
in 1958.

• In 2004 at Valhalla, Hale Irwin led or shared the lead after each round on his
way to his fourth Senior PGA Championship. Irwin, the Senior PGA Champion
three years in a row starting in 1996, birdied the final hole to finish one stroke
ahead of Champions Tour rookie Jay Haas.

Added Walt Gahm, the eldest son:
“It’s been one hell of a journey,”
noting that before the PGA
Championship was awarded to
Valhalla, the city of Louisville hadn’t
played host to a major tournament
since Big Spring Country Club had the
PGA Championship in 1952.

But throughout the entire run of
turning Valhalla into a regular stop for
the world to watch some of golf ’s
greatest players, Dwight Gahm has
stayed off the radar.

He’s said often he built the course
“just for a place to play,” and he still
tries to get on the course as often as he
can.

Gahm later sold the course to The
PGA of America.

“He doesn’t want any of the
attention, he never has wanted any of
it,” Gordy, the middle son, has said.
“But he’s the one who had the vision.”

The PGA of America has altered the
course since Nicklaus’s original
creation, first before the 2000 PGA
Championship and then prior to the
Ryder Cup, when every hole
underwent some level of renovation
and closed the course to members for
a good portion of 2006.

Nicklaus was brought in to make a
lot of the changes before the Ryder
Cup, moving greens and tee boxes and
bunkers all around the 450 acres.

But there’s one thing that will never
change about Valhalla; it’s a place for
Dwight Gahm to play.

“All I did was get it going. If the course
is a great course, it’s because (course
designer) Jack Nicklaus built it that
way,” Dwight Gahm said before the
Ryder Cup. “And the reason it has done
so well since then is that we’ve got the
best golf manager in the country in
Mike Montague and because The PGA
of America has done everything with it
that they said they were going to do.
Sure, I’m proud of the place. But I’m not
going to take credit for all the success.

“For me, I got what I wanted out of it
— a place that I like to play.”

Jody Demling is a sportswriter for the
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal.

A U.S. victory at the Ryder Cup in 2008 at Valhalla Golf Club
was reason to celebrate for (from left) assistant captain Olin
Browne and team members Anthony Kim and Boo Weekley.



71ST SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 95

SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONS

AUGUSTA (GA.) NATIONAL G.C.

1937 Jock Hutchison
1938 Freddie McLeod 

BOBBY JONES G.C. & NORTH SHORE C.C.

Sarasota, Fla.
1940 Otto Hackbarth 

BOBBY JONES G.C. & SARASOTA BAY C.C.

Sarasota, Fla.
1941 Jack Burke Sr.

FORT MYERS (FLA.) C.C.

1942 Eddie Williams

PGA NATIONAL G.C.

Dunedin, Fla.
1945 Eddie Williams
1946 Eddie Williams 
1947 Jock Hutchison
1948 Charles McKenna
1949 Marshall Crichton
1950 Al Watrous
1951 Al Watrous 
1952 Ernie Newnham
1953 Harry Schwab
1954 Gene Sarazen
1955 Mortie Dutra
1956 Pete Burke
1957 Al Watrous 
1958 Gene Sarazen
1959 Willie Goggin
1960 Dick Metz
1961 Paul Runyan
1962 Paul Runyan

PORT ST. LUCIE (FLA.) C.C.

1963 Herman Barron

PGA NATIONAL G.C.,  

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
1964 Sam Snead

FORT LAUDERDALE (FLA.) C.C.

1965 Sam Snead

PGA NATIONAL G.C.

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
1966 Fred Haas Jr.
1967 Sam Snead
1968 Chandler Harper
1969 Tommy Bolt
1970 Sam Snead
1971 Julius Boros
1972 Sam Snead
1973 Sam Snead

PORT ST. LUCIE (FLA.) C.C.

1974 Roberto De Vicenzo

WALT DISNEY WORLD

Orlando, Fla.
1975 Charles Sifford 
1976 Pete Cooper
1977 Julius Boros
1978 Joe Jimenez 
1979+ Jack Fleck

TURNBERRY ISLE C.C.

North Miami Beach, Fla.
1979+ Don January
1980 Arnold Palmer 
1981 Miller Barber

PGA NATIONAL G.C.

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
1982 Don January
1984+ Arnold Palmer
1984+ Peter Thomson
1986 Gary Player
1987 Chi Chi Rodriguez
1988 Gary Player
1989 Larry Mowry
1990 Gary Player
1991 Jack Nicklaus
1992 Lee Trevino
1993 Tom Wargo 
1994 Lee Trevino
1995 Raymond Floyd
1996 Hale Irwin
1997 Hale Irwin
1998 Hale Irwin
1999 Allen Doyle
2000 Doug Tewell

RIDGEWOOD C.C.

Paramus, N.J.
2001 Tom Watson

FIRESTONE C.C.

Akron, Ohio
2002 Fuzzy Zoeller

ARONIMINK G.C.

Newtown Square, Pa.
2003 John Jacobs

VALHALLA G.C.

Louisville, Ky.
2004 Hale Irwin

LAUREL VALLEY G.C.

Ligonier, Pa.
2005 Mike Reid 

OAK TREE G.C.

Edmond, Okla.
2006 Jay Haas

KIAWAH ISLAND (S.C.) GOLF RESORT

2007 Denis Watson 

OAK HILL C.C.

Rochester, N.Y.
2008 Jay Haas

CANTERBURY G.C.

Cleveland, Ohio
2009 Michael Allen

+ Two Championships played in 1979 and 1984

From JOCK
HUTCHISON
To MICHAEL
ALLEN
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CLOSING THOUGHTS   

(Editor’s note: Those who argue there’s no

royalty in the United States obviously

never have been to Colorado, where, more

than a decade after the conclusion of his

legendary NFL career, John Elway still

reigns as the Duke of Denver. Elway

arrived to the Broncos via a post-draft

trade after the Baltimore Colts made him

the No. 1 pick in the 1983 draft. He played

his entire 16-year career with the team,

throwing for more than 51,000 yards and

300 touchdowns, both in the top-five all-

time in league history. He led the Broncos to

back-to-back Super Bowl wins in 1997 and

’98. After leaving the game, Elway has

remained a fixture in the Denver

community. He’s also found the time to play

a little golf with memberships at prestigious

clubs like Cherry Hills Country Club,

where he worked with PGA Professional

Clayton Cole, and Castle Pines Golf Club.)

BY JOHN ELWAY

I STARTED PLAYING GOLF WHEN I came to Denver. I was a
baseball player when I was younger and at Stanford. Then I
played a year of minor league baseball for the Yankees in the
summer between my junior and senior years. So I was never
really a golfer until the offseason before my second year.

We’d have workouts in the offseason and I was looking for
something competitive to do during that time. So I joined
Valley Country Club and became really good friends with
the PGA Professional, Carl Faddis, and the assistant there —
they’re the ones who really got me into the game of golf.

I love the game because it’s one of the few things that, as
you get older, you can still compete at. I love that side of golf,
and it’s such a game of imperfection — you can never beat
the game and it changes day in and day out. There’s so much
to it and the challenge of trying to do it well day in and day
out gets my competitive juices going.

I had played football for so long and at such a competitive
level, I desperately needed something to replace that. The
business world, it’s competitive, but it’s not like playing a
sport. So golf has been huge for me in filling the void that I
found when I stopped playing football. It’s just such a tough
game to master and a great game to try and get good at.

The biggest difference between golf and football is that it
indeed is an individual sport. Every game that I played when
I was young was a team sport, whether it was football,

basketball or baseball. It’s a different
atmosphere than team sports; there’s no one
to blame except yourself, which I like.

I’m a 1 handicap now, but getting there
was hard because I always had such a short

playing season. When I played
football, I didn’t play golf during
the NFL season, so there was
really only about a four- to five-
month window that I could play
in and try to get the
improvement in. I saw some
results early during the first five
years I played, but it’s very
difficult to go from say, a 
4 or 5 handicap to a scratch
golfer, which was always my goal.
But since I’ve retired, I’ve been
able to play a lot more golf,
especially during the season. So
it’s been a little easier to improve
my game.

I’ve been a scratch, but now
my handicap has climbed back
up. Now I’m in the process of
trying to get it back down to that
scratch level. But I love that part
of the game, too, the practicing. I
have a little time now to work at
the game and that’s a challenge I

enjoy too, working and getting it back down.
I’ve shot 64 a couple of times — once at Cherry Hills and

another time at Black Rock Country Club in Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho. When you do that, you just can’t believe the game 
can be that simple. And then the sun rises the next day 
and you shoot 76. That’s the thing about golf; once you think
you have the game mastered, it turns around and slaps you 
in the face.

My dream foursome would include my dad and Arnold
Palmer, and right now, I think I’d like to play with Ernie Els.
He’s got such a smooth swing and he’s a big guy like me. It
would be fun to watch him and see how he gets into the
right positions with his clubs.

I wouldn’t say I’ve tried to pattern my game after anyone;
obviously, with how difficult the game is and especially for
big guys and how difficult it is for them to get the club 
on plane, I’ve always watched the bigger guys. Phil
Mickelson would be another, but he’s a little bit different 
in that he’s a left-hander, but I’ve always tried to emulate 
the taller guys, because that’s where I am. I want to see what
it is they do.

This is also why it’s exciting to have the Senior PGA
Championship in town this week. If you want to see great
golf swings, like I do, there’s nothing like watching some of
the best players in the world. 

Always up for the 

CHALLENGE





Come join the fun! Bring your friends and meet new ones. Get outdoors and enjoy all that golf 
has to offer. Activities which are open to all golfers include:

LEARN MORE AT PLAYGOLFAMERICA.COM

American Express
Women’s Golf Month
June is a celebration of golf as a year-long sport and recreation for women.

American Express Women’s Golf Month is a Play Golf America program managed by the Executive Women’s Golf Association, the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America, the Ladies Professional Golf Association, the National Golf Course Owners Association 
and The Professional Golfers’ Association of America.
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