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THIRTY-THREE PGA Professionals Enhance skills with Certifications from the pga of america’s CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – With the latest rounds of the PGA Proficiency Test completed at the end of March, 33 PGA Professionals received 38 certifications from The Professional Golfers’ Association of America (PGA) Certified Professional Program.

The PGA Certified Professional Program is an online educational curriculum that supports PGA Professionals who are committed to continuously enhancing their golf management skills in order to stay ahead of the increasing demands of the industry. Since the program’s inception in August 2004, 637 PGA Professionals have earned a total of 1,229 certifications in related career paths, including General Management, Golf Operations, Instruction, Retail, Executive Management and Ownership/Leasing.

The online learning approach ensures broad access to the program, while reducing the time and travel costs associated with traditional classes. Currently the most popular career paths are Golf Operations and General Management. Classes with the highest enrollment are accounting, business planning and budgeting, turfgrass management and customer relations.    

Editors Note: The following list includes the names and affiliations of PGA Members who recently obtained certification. For interviews or additional information on the following Certified PGA Professionals please contact Shannon Boozman at 561/624-7671 or sboozman@pgahq.com.  

Recently Certified Professionals:

* Previously earned certification 

· Peter Adams, Country Club of Darien, Darien, Conn. (Instruction)

· Richard M. Ballinger, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas (General Management)

· Cory M. Brooks, Columbia Point Golf Club, Richland, Wash. (General Management)

· Jarrod M. Clark, Golf Club at Cuscowilla, Eatonton, Ga. (Golf Operations)

· Adam L. Coates, Iron Horse Golf Club, Ashland, Neb. (Golf Operations)

· Christopher R. Dill, Holly Tree Country Club, Simpsonville, S.C. (Instruction, General Management and Golf Operations*)

· John R. Eifert Jr., Crooked Tree Golf Course, Mason, Ohio (Golf Operations)

· William A. Fedder, Piedmont Driving Club Golf Course, Atlanta, Ga. (Instruction)

· Andrew C. Ford, The Pine Canyon Club, Flagstaff, Ariz. (Golf Operations and General Management)

· Lee A. Hallman II, Gunters Landing Club, Guntersville, Ala. (Retail and Golf Operations)

· Mark D. Hayden, Southern California Section (Retail, Golf Operations*, General Management*, Ownership/Leasing*, Executive Management* and Instruction*)

· Eric N. Into, First Tee of Cleveland, Newburgh Heights, Ohio (Golf Operations)

· Marcus R. Judge, Haggin Oaks Golf Complex, Sacramento, Calif. (Golf Operations)

· Garrett C. Korte, Findlay Country Club, Findlay, Ohio (Ownership/Leasing, Executive Management, Golf Operations* and General Management*)

· Gunasekharan Kunjan, Harbor Links Golf Course, Port Washington, N.Y. (Instruction)

· Ryan J. Lagergren, Congressional Country Club, Bethesda, Md. (Instruction)

· Lawrence R. McCrimmon, Steve Dresser Golf Academy, Surfside Beach, S.C. (Golf Operations, Retail and Instruction*)

· Kevin J. McKay, High Bridge Hills Golf Club, High Bridge, N.J. (Golf Operations)

· Michael F. Murphy, Big Foot Country Club, Fontana, Wis. (Ownership/Leasing, Instruction*, Retail*, Golf Operations*, General Management* and Executive Management*)

· David S. Nesbitt, The Golf Club at Boulder Ridge, San Jose, Calif. (Golf Operations)

· Greg Nikolai, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Racine, Wis. (Instruction)

· Keven D. Oyler, Bandon Crossings, Bandon, Ore. (Instruction and Golf Operations*)

· Ronnie J. Pfaefflin, Norfolk Country Club, Norfolk, Conn. (Retail, General Management* and Golf Operations*)

· Stephen J. Plata, Leatherstocking Golf Course, Cooperstown, N.Y. (Golf Operations)

· William E. Roper, Big Run Golf Course, Lockport, Ill. (Instruction, Golf Operations* and General Management*)

· Steven S. Rudd, The Lakes at Laura S. Walker, Waycross, Ga. (General Management, Retail* and Golf Operations*)

· John C. Rudolph, Fieldstone Golf Club, Greenville, Del. (Retail, Golf Operations*, Instruction*, General Management*, Ownership/Leasing* and Executive Management*)

· Brian N. Speakman, Greystone Golf & Country Club, Birmingham, Ala. (Instruction)

· Joshua Wagaman, Kiawah Island Resort/Turtle Point, Kiawah Island, S.C. (Instruction)

· Richard L. Walrath, Menominee River Golf Club, Menominee, Mich. (Instruction and Retail*)

· Joshua J. White, Forest Highlands Golf Club/Canyon Golf Course, Flagstaff, Ariz. (General Management and Golf Operations*)

· Jeff B. Wilson, Doral, Fla. (Golf Operations and General Management*)

· David J. Wixson, Golf Perfect LLC, Mays Landing, N.J. (Instruction)
About The PGA of America
Since 1916, The PGA of America's mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.


By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry.

 

By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf.
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