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PGA PROFESSIONALS TEAM FOR BEST PRACTICES IN MARKING THIRD

PATRIOT GOLF DAY WEEKEND AT FACILITIES NATIONWIDE



PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLA. – This Labor Day weekend, Sept. 4-7, golfers nationwide will head to their local golf courses to mark the third annual Patriot Golf Day, contributing funds that include a variety of events for the Folds of Honor Foundation, which provides post-secondary educational scholarships for children and spouses of military service men and women killed or disabled while serving our Great Nation. 


Since 2007, more than $3 million has been raised and more than 550 scholarships provided due to this generous support.


“It is wonderful to both witness and receive reports about how PGA Professionals nationwide have embraced Patriot Golf Day," said PGA of America President Jim Remy. "This Labor Day weekend, we pay tribute to the men and women of our armed services who have put their lives on the line for our freedom. I salute all the patriots around the country who, through the sport of golf, have given of their time and that extra dollar to honor those who have sacrificed so much."


One of the newest members of the Patriot Golf Day movement is Capt. Jack McMullen, 42, of Broken Arrow, Okla. A 13-year veteran Army helicopter pilot, McMullen survived a near-death attack in 2004 in Iraq, in which he guided his aircraft to the ground before being rescued. McMullen said that he remains on “Ready Reserve” awaiting another tour of duty – this time possibly to Afghanistan.



He represented the Folds of Honor Foundation for the first time on Aug. 31, as a guest prior to the first round of the 87th Illinois PGA Championship/PGA Professional National Championship at Stonewall Orchard Golf Club in Grayslake, Ill.



The Illinois PGA accepted, and is still accepting voluntary donations from all competitors. Contributions will also be accepted through subsequent rounds.  At the conclusion of the Championship, the Illinois PGA will match all funds donated by its members.


“It was my first time being part of Patriot Golf Day,” said McMullen, whose father, Russell, is a Vietnam veteran battling a second bout of cancer due to exposure to Agent Orange. “My first event for Patriot Golf Day was unbelievable. I was so impressed to see the patriotism at the Illinois PGA Championship and get to meet the many professionals who are true patriots. They gave unselfishly and donated to a great cause.”
About The PGA of America:

Since 1916, The PGA of America’s mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.

By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry.

By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public’s interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf.

About Patriot Golf Day
           The Folds of Honor Foundation's primary fundraiser is Patriot Golf Day, the largest grassroots golf platform in the country. With the support of the PGA of America and USGA, Patriot Golf Day has generated over $3 million from more than 3,700 golf courses in just two years.
          Maj. Dan Rooney, founder of Folds of Honor, started Patriot Golf Day in 2007, by asking golfers to add $1 to their greens fees in support of the Folds of Honor Foundation. Since then, the concept has grown to include a number of supporters and fundraising efforts. In 2009, The PGA and USGA will continue to support the cause by encouraging their collective membership to participate and promote participation on a national scale through the airing of public service announcements during the PGA Championship and US Open. 
           If you are interested in joining our mission to empower the lives of these deserving military families with educational opportunities, please contact the Folds of Honor Foundation or sign up to participate at www.patriotgolfday.com

                                                                                   ###

The PGA of America, 100 Avenue of the Champions, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
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