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THE PGA OF AMERICA TEAMS WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, LEXMARK, MONSANTO AND ST. LOUIS COUNTY PARKS TO RESTORE NATIVE FORESTS
Companies, organizations and local volunteers to plant 200 native trees and shrubs at Queeny Park in St. Louis County to offset paper use at the Senior PGA Championship presented by KitchenAid

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. - The PGA of America is teaming with Lexmark International, Inc., The Nature Conservancy, Monsanto Company, and St. Louis County Parks on May 19 for a tree-planting event at Queeny Park in St. Louis County. All participating organizations will plant 200 native bottomland trees and shrubs to offset the impact of printing and paper products generated for the 74th Senior PGA Championship presented by KitchenAid, which will be held at Bellerive Country Club in St. Louis, May 21-26.  

The event will kick off with welcoming remarks at 1 p.m., followed by a ceremonial tree planting at 1:15 p.m. Queeny Park, located at 550 Weidman Road and 1675 S. Mason Road in Ballwin, Mo., is known for its fishing, hiking, picnic sites, and hayrides.  It is home to the Greensfelder Recreation Complex and the Dog Museum.

The native plants will store carbon and will offer many additional benefits for wildlife and people. The restored area will increase native habitat and improve water quality by stabilizing the creek bank, thereby reducing erosion and naturally filtering water. Additionally, the plants’ deep roots will help the ground absorb water during heavy rains, thus improving storm water management.

“The PGA is proud to partner with these other outstanding entities in a meaningful way that allows us to further expand our reach in the local communities where we host our championships,” said PGA President Ted Bishop.   

Lexmark is a founding member of The Nature Conservancy’s Corporate Sustainability Council and is headquartered in Lexington, Ky. Lexmark, the Official Printing Technology Provider for The PGA of America, is uniquely focused on connecting unstructured printed and digital information across enterprises with the processes, applications and people that need it most.

“Lexmark has taken substantial and dramatic steps in product recycling, water conservation and reforestation initiatives that move us closer to our goals and aspirations of exemplary environmental stewardship,” said Marty Canning, Lexmark Executive Vice President and President, Imaging Solutions and Services. “This program with The PGA of America and The Nature Conservancy is a model for how organizations can come together and positively impact the environments in which we all live, work and play.”

The Nature Conservancy, based in Arlington, Va., is the world’s largest conservation organization.  “The Nature Conservancy works to find long-term solutions that benefit both nature and people,” said Todd Sampsell, The Nature Conservancy’s Missouri state director. “Lexmark, Monsanto, and The PGA of America are invested in reducing impacts on the environment and in sustainably managing our natural resources.”

“This is a great opportunity for habitat restoration and we thank all of the partners for making this happen,” said Dennis Hogan, environmental resource specialist for Queeny Park.

Monsanto Company, with headquarters in St. Louis, is a sustainable agriculture company, working to produce more, conserve more, and improve the lives of people around the world.  “At Monsanto, we take on the challenge to meet the needs of today while preserving the planet for tomorrow,” said Joe Eades, Monsanto environmental safety & health sustainable land management lead. “I look forward to volunteering alongside my colleagues and others who are passionate about restoring native habitats.”

 

About The PGA of America

Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The PGA enables its professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public’s interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.
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