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1927 Only American-born players were eligible to compete, according to a 
PGA Selection Committee ruling, April 5, 1927, in Chicago. Eight players 
were chosen based “entirely on performance during the last three years.” 
Information was compiled by Melvin Taylor of the USGA Executive 
Committee.

1931 Five players were selected during the PGA Annual Meeting. Three others 
were chosen from 14 players invited to compete in a 72-hole competition 
at Scioto Country Club in Columbus, Ohio, a week before the Ryder Cup.

1933  Team selected by vote of PGA Executive Committee and PGA  
Section presidents.

1935  Selection based on playing records of previous two years. Automatic 
qualifiers: Walter Hagen, team captain; Paul Runyan,

1934  PGA Champion; Olin Dutra, 1934 U.S. Open Champion; Sam Parks, 
1935 U.S. Open Champion; and six players based on scoring average: 
Ky Laffoon, Henry Picard, Johnny Revolta, Gene Sarazen, Horton Smith 
and Craig Wood.

1937  Six players were chosen on basis of performance during past two years. 
Four more players added after performance in the U.S. Open.

1947 Points system used for the first time, devised by George Schneiter, 
chairman of the PGA Tournament Committee. The current U.S. Open 
and PGA Champions were automatic choices. The remainder of the team 
was selected by a PGA Executive Committee largely based on points list. 
Points were awarded to top-10 finishers in all events except the PGA 
Championship, where only the first eight earned points.

 Points accrued from Jan. 1, 1946, through Sept. 1, 1947. The winners of 
the PGA Championship and U.S. Open received 100 points; the Masters 
Champion, 95; the Western Open Champion, 80; and winners of all 
other PGA-sanctioned events received 70 points.

1953  The PGA Executive Committee added 1952 PGA Champion Jim Turnesa 
to the automatic qualifier list, along with 1953 PGA Champion Walter 
Burkemo. The remainder of the team was from the points list.

1957  Team members must have played in both the 1956 and ’57 PGA 
Championships. The 1957 PGA Champion was an automatic choice.

1959  Points standings from Aug. 1, 1957, through Sept. 7, 1959. Point values 
assigned were the same as in 1947.

1963  Selection based on two-year point standings through the 1963  
PGA Championship.

HOW THE U.S. RYDER CUP TEAMS  
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN THROUGH THE YEARS 
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1969  Team increased by two players to 12, and selection based primarily 
on points accrued from 1968 PGA Championship (July 18, 1968) 
through 1969 PGA Championship (Aug. 17, 1969). Candidates must 
have competed in two PGA Championships unless excused for reasons 
justified by the PGA Executive Committee.

1977  Points earned from July 1976 through July 1977. Bonus points awarded 
for winning the 1976 PGA Championship and World Series of Golf. 
Automatic berths to winners of 1977 PGA Championship and World 
Series of Golf.

1979  Selections based on the top 12 players from the points list.

1981  Selections based on the top 11 players from the points list and the 1981 
PGA Champion.

1985 Selections based on points from Jan. 1, 1985, through 1985 PGA 
Championship (Aug. 11, 1985). Bonus points awarded for PGA 
Championship, U.S. Open and Tournament Players Championship. The 
current U.S. Open and PGA Champions were automatic choices.

1987 Selections based on points from Jan. 1, 1986, through 1987 PGA 
Championship (Aug. 9, 1987). Bonus points awarded for 1986 and 1987 
PGA Championships. The current U.S. Open and PGA Champions were 
automatic choices.

1989  For the first time, the U.S. Captain was given two nominations of his 
own, provided the PGA Champion already qualified; otherwise one 
choice. Bonus points were awarded for PGA Championship, U.S. Open, 
British Open and Masters. The 1989 PGA Champion was an automatic 
choice.  U.S. Captain Raymond Floyd picked Lanny Wadkins and Tom 
Watson.

1991  The PGA Champion was no longer given an automatic berth. The 
U.S. Captain’s two nominations continue, with Captain Dave Stockton 
choosing Chip Beck and Raymond Floyd.

1993  U.S. Captain Tom Watson chose Raymond Floyd and Lanny Wadkins 
to complete the 12-member team. The points system was changed to 
allow added “weight” to the current year and added importance to golf’s 
four major championships: Masters, U.S. Open, British Open and PGA 
Championship.

 The top-10 finishers in PGA sanctioned events and major championships 
were awarded points in the following increments:

“Regular” Events Majors

1992 1993 (x2) 1992 (x3) 1993 (x4)

1st 75 150 225 300

2nd 45 90 135 180

3rd 40 80 120 160

4th 35 70 105 140

5th 30 60 90 120

6th 25 50 75 100

7th 20 40 60 80

8th 15 30 45 60

9th 10 20 30 40

10th 5 10 15 20

 If a player who was ineligible finished in one of these positions, no  
points were awarded for that position and no points were carried to the 
next position.

2002  Eligibility for the U.S. Ryder Cup Team will now include individuals who 
obtained U.S. citizenship prior to their 18th birthday.

2004 The selection process for the 2006 U.S. Ryder Cup Team began following 
the 2004 PGA Championship. All points earned in 2004 will remain in 
place and the new system will go into effect with the season-opening 
Mercedes Championship, Jan. 6-9, 2005, and conclude at the 88th PGA 
Championship, Aug. 14-20, 2006,  at Medinah (Ill.) Country Club. Under 
the new Ryder Cup points system, regular-season event victories in 2005 
will continue to earn 75 points, while a major championship victory will 
earn 450 points, up from 225 in the previous system and points for the 
remaining top-10 finishes in the majors will be increased. In Ryder Cup 
years, the points will increase to 375 for regular season event wins, up 
from 150 under the previous system and points for finishes in positions 
two through 10 will be doubled. A major championship victory will be 
worth 675 points.

2006  In November 2006, a new selection process was launched to determine 
the 2008 U.S. Ryder Cup Team, featuring an increase from two to four 
Captain’s selections and points based on earnings. All U.S. players who 
finished in the top 10 in all official events from Aug. 27 through Nov. 5, 
2006, will be awarded one-quarter point for every $1,000 earned.

 • Prize money earned in the 2007 major championships (Masters, U.S. 
Open, British Open and PGA Championship – one point for every 
$1,000 earned).

 • Prize money earned in “official events” in 2008 from Jan. 1 through 
Aug. 11 (one point for every $1,000 earned, excluding the major 
championships and events played opposite major championships and 
opposite World Golf Championships).

 • Prize money earned in the 2008 major championships (Masters, U.S. 
Open, British Open and PGA Championship (two points for every 
$1,000 earned).

 • Prize money earned in 2008 events played opposite the major 
championships and opposite World Golf Championship events between 
Jan. 1 and Aug. 11 (one-half point for every $1,000 earned).

2014  Through a new selection process for the 2014 U. S. Ryder Cup Team, 
the top nine players in the U. S. Points System through the 2014  PGA 
Championship will qualify for the team, with the Captain making three 
selections in September 2014.
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1927 The initial selection committee was comprised of Harry Vardon,  
James Braid and J.H. Taylor.

1929 Five-man selection committee.

1931 Three trial matches were held at Royal Lytham, Frilford Heath and 
Fulwell. The team was then chosen by a committee drawn from British 
PGA regions.

1933 And 1937. Chosen by selection committee.

1939  Chosen by selection committee; Ryder Cup not played due to outbreak 
of World War II.

1947  The Selection Committee drew up a list of 14 candidates, one of which 
was Ireland’s Fred Daly , the f irst from his homeland to compete in the 
Ryder Cup. The PGA Match Play Champion earned an automatic berth.

1949  Selection committee agreed to use “List of Merit” in compiling a list of 
16 candidates.

1951 Selection committee picked eight players, and the newly-organized 
Order of Merit (money list) acted as a guide. The final two berths were 
determined at the conclusion of the Match Play Championship.

1953   Selection committee drawn from British PGA regions was replaced by 
a tournament committee. A list of 17 candidates was drawn from those 
who played a sequence of trial matches at Wentworth.

1955  Following a meeting with tournament players, the tournament 
committee determined that the first seven places would be filled from 
the Order of Merit following the British Open Championship. The 
remaining three places were determined by a British PGA tournament 
sub-committee in consultation with players already chosen.

1957   For the first time, the team was chosen by a points system. Points 
were awarded to top-20 finishers in all stroke-play events, including 
the British Open. Further points were awarded to top-10 finishers 
in the Dunlop Masters and the final 16 players in the Match Play 
Championship.

1959  The top seven players in the Order of Merit earned automatic berths. 
The remaining three spots were filled by the Match Play champion 
and Dunlop Masters champion or, if already qualified, by ballot among 
team members and the British PGA subcommittee.

1961  The British Open and Match Play champion were added to eight 
players selected from the Order of Merit. Eligibility was based on 
players competing in seven of the nine British PGA events.

1963  The points system was reintroduced. Points were awarded to top 40 
players. The British Open and Match Play champions earned automatic 
berths. No points were awarded for limited-field events, such as the 
Dunlop Masters.

HOW THE BRITISH, GB&I AND EUROPEAN RYDER CUP TEAMS  
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN THROUGH THE YEARS  
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1965  The points system was extended over two seasons, beginning with the 
1964 British Open through the 1965 Esso tournament. The British 
Open champion earned an automatic berth, and the remaining places 
were determined by the points system.

1969  The team was expanded to 12 players, but the selection process 
remained the same as in 1965, with the British Open champion  
earning an automatic berth and the remaining places determined by  
the points system.

1971  Six players were automatic selections from the Order of Merit, and the 
remaining six chosen by selection committee.

1973  The points system ran from August 1972 to August 1973. Thirty 
points were awarded to winners of major British PGA tournaments. 
Additional points were awarded in increments of 24, 23, 22, down to 
one point for 25th place. Eight players were selected automatically, and 
four by invitation.

1975  The leading eight players from the Order of Merit were chosen. The 
remaining four were by invitation from a three-member selection 
committee chaired by Great Britain- Ireland Captain Bernard Hunt.

1979  The top 10 players from the money list earned berths, and two were 
selected by invitation. It was the first time in Ryder Cup history that 
players from Continental Europe were included.

1983 The entire 12-player team was chosen on the basis of finish in the 
Order of Merit.

1985  The top nine players from the Order of Merit list through the Benson 
and Hedges Open were automatic selections. The three other team 
members were chosen at the discretion of the European Captain.

1995  For the first time, European players’ performances in U.S.-based major 
championships – the Masters, U.S. Open and PGA Championship – 
are used to determine the makeup of the European Ryder Cup Team. 
Player earnings in the U.S. major championships will be converted from 
dollars to pounds to make up the points list. The currency exchange 
rate is determined on the first day of each championship. Captain’s 
selections are reduced to two players, and 10 automatic qualifiers 
through the Order of Merit standings complete the team.

1997 The top 10 automatic qualifiers from the Ryder Cup Point Standings 
remains the same, with the Captain having two selections. Should the 
Captain qualify on points, he may nominate to stand down and select 
another player of his own choice.

1999  The top 10 automatic qualifiers from the Ryder Cup Point  
Standings remained the same. Captain’s selections were from the 
PGA European Tour’s membership. A player must compete in four 
PGA European Tour ranking tournaments to be eligible for the Ryder 
Cup Team. Official money won on the 1999 PGA European Tour 
was presented in “euro dollars” in the Volvo Order of Merit, with the 
conversion rate for the entire season fixed at the Jan. 14 exchange rate 
of one £ = 1.4 euro dollars.

2002  The top 10 players in the Ryder Cup Point Standings remain the 
same, and Captain’s selections will be from the PGA European Tour’s 
membership. European Ryder Cup points are calculated as the official 
money won in euro dollars. Example: one euro dollar = one Ryder 
Cup point, capped to a level equal to the prize fund of the 129th 
British Open Championship. The 2001 European Ryder Cup Team, 
determined prior to the Sept. 11 attack upon America, remained intact 
for the resumption of the Ryder Cup in September 2002.

2004  The leading five players on the Ryder Cup World Points List as of Aug. 
23, 2004, earn berths. The Ryder Cup World Points List is comprised 
of World Ranking Points won by a European Team member between 
Sept. 2005 and August 2006. The leading five players, not otherwise 
qualified, from the Ryder Cup European Points List as of August 2006, 
earn berths. In the event of a tie, berths will be decided with the higher 
ranking on the 2006 Volvo Order of Merit as of August 2006. The 
Captain will select the remaining two players.

2010 The leading four players on The Ryder Cup World Points List, or at 
the conclusion of the Johnnie Walker Championship at Gleneagles, 
whichever is the latter. In the event of a tie (equal number of points 
accumulated), placings will be decided by the player with the higher 
ranking on the Official World Golf Ranking as of Aug. 23, 2010. The 
leading five players, not otherwise qualified (having selected the four 
players from The Ryder Cup World Points List) from The Ryder Cup 
European Points List as of Aug. 29, 2010, or at the conclusion of the 
Johnnie Walker Championship at Gleneagles, whichever is the latter. 
In the event of a tie (equal number of points accumulated), placings 
will be decided by the player with the higher ranking on The 2010 Race 
to Dubai as of Aug. 29, 2010, or at the conclusion of the Johnnie Walker 
Championship at Gleneagles, whichever is the latter. The Captain will 
select the remaining three players.

2011  The European Ryder Cup selection process was renovated in 2011, and 
employed the following criteria: 

 (1) The leading five players on the European Points List, based on a 
period beginning with the Omega European Masters, Sept. 14, 2011, 
and ends at the conclusion of the Johnnie Walker Championship 
at Gleneagles in 2012. In the event of a tie (equal number of points 
accumulated), standings will be determined by the player with the 
higher ranking on the 2012 Race to Dubai at the conclusion of the 
Johnnie Walker Championship at Gleneagles. 

 (2) The leading five players, not otherwise qualified (having selected 
the five players from the Ryder Cup Points List) from the Ryder 
Cup World Points List at the conclusion of the 2012 Johnnie Walker 
Championship at Gleneagles. The Captain will choose the remaining 
two players.


