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Management Analysis and Comment 
 

At the nationwide level, November 2010 same store rounds were down 10.4%. The number of days golf facilities were open for 
play during November 2010 were down 4.5%, explaining a portion of the rounds played decline.  Looking closer, we noted that 
there was one fewer weekend day in November 2010 (8 days) than November 2009 (9 days). Resort facilities were the only 
group reporting increased rounds played for November 2010, up 1.4%.  Private and Daily Fee / Semi Private golf facilities were 

down 10.4% and down 9.8% respectively with Municipal / Military / University golf courses reporting the largest decrease in 
rounds, down 13.7% for November 2010. November results are based on responses from 2,855 facilities. From a Year-To-
Date (YTD) perspective rounds played are down 2.2% through November 2010 and days open are down 0.4%. Based on 2008 
and 2009 calendar year statistics, November accounts for approximately 5.6% of total annual rounds volume and YTD through 
November accounts for 97% of total rounds played. 2010 year-end results will be similar to current YTD results. 
 

Golf fee revenue responses were submitted by 1,223 facilities for November 2010, this is an increase of 1.4% more than the 
paired data responses for October. Median gross golf fee revenue for the month of November was down 11.7% nationally 
compared to November 2009. Merchandise revenue was down 1.3%, food & beverage was down 0.7%, and total revenue was 
down 4.2%.  Total facility revenue is comprised primarily of Golf, Merchandise, and F&B revenue but does include a variety of 
other facility revenues and membership fees. On a YTD basis, golf fee revenue remains down 3.3%. YTD merchandise and 
food and beverage revenue show increases, up 0.5% and up 2.6% respectively. YTD total revenue remains even with the same 

period in 2009 showing no percent change. 
 
The Performance Factor for September 2010 was 93.9 indicating that rounds played per day open were down. The YTD 
Performance Factor of 98.2 indicates rounds played per day open are also down.   
 

 



 
YTD November 2010 State Performance 
State-by-state results below are for Year-To-Date (YTD) rounds played and YTD days open. Also reported is the Performance 
Factor which takes into consideration rounds changes and whether days open were up or down. On a YTD basis, there were 
sufficient responses in 43 states for reporting. 14 states reflected rounds played increases and of these 11 reflected a correlated 
increase in days open as well. The three exceptions were Indiana, Kentucky, and Pennsylvania. 29 States reported declines 

compared to YTD November 2009.  
 

November 2010 marked the return to normal weather for much of the United States. 2009 provided the third warmest November 

on record with most of the country also experiencing a very dry month. In November 2010 temperatures were near normal when 
averaged across the entire United States. Precipitation was also near average in November of this year. Though the average 
precipitation and temperatures were normal throughout the Continental United States; many areas of the country experienced 
conditions which provided less than perfect golf weather. Cooler than average temperatures were reported in many western U.S. 
states while areas in the north had wetter than average conditions. Very active weather patterns in November also brought a 
series of winter storms. Midwestern states such as Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin hosted early storms which covered the state 

in snow. Late month storms also provided a rare November snow fall to states such Washington and the Carolinas.  
 



 

YTD November 2010 Rounds Played 
The PerformanceTrak rounds played comparison report for Year-To-Date (YTD) November 2010 is below with statistics by 
facility type including average rounds played, same month year-to-year comparison, days open, and days open change. YTD 
results remain down across all facility types. Private facilities and Municipal / Military / University facilities are down the most at -

2.6% and -3.6%, respectively. Daily Fee / Semi-Private facilities are down 1.6%. Resort facilities are currently the best 
performers, with an increase in rounds played of 0.7% YTD. On a YTD basis, days open are down 0.4%. The days open decline 
explains a portion of the rounds played decline.  
 

 
 

YTD November 2010 Golf Fee Revenue 

YTD median gross golf fee revenue and YTD golf fee revenue per round are reported below and are also segmented by facility 

type. YTD revenue per round is reported based on those facilities that reported both rounds played and golf fee revenue and 
reported it for both current year and prior year. Those facilities that did report rounds played and golf fee revenue are a subset of 
those that reported rounds only. For this sample, YTD gross golf fee revenue weighted for all facilities is down 3.3% compared to 
YTD 2009. Revenue for Private facilities is up fractionally at 0.3%. Golf fee revenue declines at public-access facility types 
ranges from -1.7% YTD at Resort facilities to -4.8% YTD at Municipal / Military / University facilities. 
  

 
 
About PerformanceTrak  
PGA PerformanceTrak in Cooperation with the NGCOA is the industry’s leading rounds and revenue data collection and 
benchmarking service.  Reports are available for 41 PGA Sections, 50 States and 60 local markets. NGCOA report packages 
are also available for certain local competitive golf markets (CGMs) and where there is sufficient sample, for rate sets within 
CGMs.  

 

Contact Us 
The PGA of America: PGA PerformanceTrak Customer Service 
Phone: (800) 477-6465 Ext. 8574   E-mail: PerformanceTrak@pgahq.com    
Web site: http://www.PGAPerformanceTrak.com  
 
NGCOA: Joe Rice  

Phone: (800) 933-4262   E-mail: JRice@ngcoa.org   
Web sites: www.NGCOA.org/benchmark    www.PGAPerformanceTrak.com/NGCOA 
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