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PGA JUNIOR LEAGUE GOLF CELEBRATES LANDMARK YEAR IN 2014
Participation numbers more than double; Rory McIlroy named program’s Official Ambassador
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – PGA Junior League Golf has seen explosive growth since the PGA of America and League Golf, LLC partnered to launch the program in 2011. Yearly participation numbers doubled in 2014, growing from nearly 9,000 boys and girls participating on 740 teams in 2013 to 17,500 participants on 1,425 teams. 
PGA Junior League Golf is a fun, accessible and inclusive opportunity for boys and girls (ages 13 and under) to learn and play the game of golf. Participants wear numbered jerseys and play matches in a two-person scramble format, limiting the pressure on players and allowing coaches to substitute them every three holes so that all team members can participate.

PGA Junior League Golf will have exhibit space (Booth 2565) at the 62nd PGA Merchandise Show at the Orange Country Convention Center in Orlando, Fla., Jan. 21-23, as well as a PGA Forum Stage presentation and awards ceremony for the PGA Junior League Golf Captain and PGA Section of the year winners Jan. 21 from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. An Orlando-area PGA Junior League Golf team will also visit the show.

PGA Junior League Golf is also a finalist for the 22nd annual ING Industry Honor Awards in the Player Development category. The winner will be announced Jan. 22 (Thursday) during the PGA Merchandise Show.
The 2014 season was a landmark year for the program, as four-time Major champion Rory McIlroy was named PGA Junior League Golf’s Official Ambassador in an announcement made during the 96th PGA Championship at Valhalla Golf Club. 2012 United States Ryder Cup Team Captain Davis Love III also lends his support to the program, serving as Honorary National Captain for PGA Junior League Golf. 
“PGA Junior League Golf is one of the most innovative growth-of-the-game programs in recent history, and we’re thrilled with the immense support it has received from within and outside of the golf industry,” said PGA of America President Derek Sprague, PGA. “PGA Professionals, LPGA Professionals and parents coaching teams nationwide are truly ushering in the next generation of golfers who can enjoy this game for a lifetime.”
“The inclusive, fun and welcoming structure of PGA Junior League Golf is what makes this program something that parents, kids and facilities gravitate toward,” said League Golf, LLC CEO Bob Longmire. “Kids see their friends playing in a fun team environment with jerseys; parents are seeing their children learn discipline, etiquette and sportsmanship through the game of golf; and facilities see the value of the program as a successful business model.”
“PGA Junior League Golf is the most rewarding thing I’ve done in golf, and I’ve been teaching since 1972. It’s that good,” said Dennis Johnsen, PGA, Pine Meadow Golf Club in Mundelein, Ill. “It’s remarkable to see so many parents and kids coming to me saying how great this program is.”
--more--

Teams play regular-season matches beginning in the spring before entering city and regional championships. Each regional champion advances to the PGA Junior League Golf Championship, held last year at TPC Sugarloaf in Duluth, Ga. Oct. 23-26. Team California captured the title in 2014. 

For more information about PGA Junior League Golf, visit PGAJrLeagueGolf.com. 
To learn more about the PGA of America, visit PGAMediaCenter.com.
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