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PGA Professionals Support Military Families Through Patriot Golf Day Events
More than 900 educational scholarships awarded in 2012 thanks to golfers nationwide, 
raising the cumulative total to more than 3,500

Kiawah Island, S.C. — Golfers have a great excuse to tee it up on Labor Day weekend (Aug. 31-Sept. 3) as, for the sixth consecutive year, thousands of golf facilities nationwide will host Patriot Golf Day® events. Participating facilities will be collecting donations and raising awareness for the Folds of Honor Foundation, a non-profit organization that provides educational scholarships and other assistance to the families of service men and women who have been disabled or killed in service to their country. Patriot Golf Day is supported by The PGA of America and the United States Golf Association (USGA).

Since its inception in 2007, PGA Professionals have helped raise more than $12.8 million through Patriot Golf Day, allowing Folds of Honor to award more than 3,500 educational scholarships. President George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United States of America, serves as the Honorary Chairman of Patriot Golf Day. 

“Patriot Golf Day continues to serve as a rallying point for PGA Professionals as it gives us the opportunity to assist those who have given it all for our country,” said PGA of America President Allen Wronowski. “Along with the USGA, The PGA of America is proud to support Patriot Golf Day and we encourage all Americans to play golf over Labor Day weekend to support this great cause.”
During Labor Day weekend, participating golf facilities around the country will be hosting special events, tournaments or simply asking golfers to donate at least one additional dollar to their greens fee. Non-golfers can also participate by making a donation to the foundation at its website, FoldsofHonor.org. In 2011, Patriot Golf Day and related activities raised a record of more than $3.9 million to benefit Folds of Honor, an organization founded by former F-16 fighter pilot, PGA Professional and USGA member Major Dan Rooney. 
“As we all know, freedom is not free and there are so many families that have felt the impact of losing a loved one or having a spouse or parent seriously injured while protecting our way of life,” said Rooney. “Through Patriot Golf Day, we’ve given golfers a way to provide their support. We’ve made great strides but there is still a long way to go.”
There are more than one million dependents of fallen and wounded military service men and women from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts alone and 87 percent do not qualify for federal education assistance (as of Jan. 1, 2012). Patriot Golf Day allows the Folds of Honor Foundation to present an ongoing tribute to our brave service members by ensuring that the families of fallen and wounded warriors have hope for the right educational start to life and best future possible. 
The Carolinas PGA Section has traditionally been one of the leaders for Patriot Golf Day in terms of participating facilities and funds raised. And, Folds of Honor has awarded more than 90 scholarships to South Carolina residents since 2008. To locate facilities hosting Patriot Golf Day activities, visit PlayGolfAmerica.com. 

-- more --

Rooney came up with the concept of Patriot Golf Day and founded the Folds of Honor Foundation in 2007, following his second of three tours of duty in Iraq. After returning from his second tour, Major Rooney witnessed a profound display of a family’s grief as they welcomed home the remains of Corporal Brock Bucklin. Inspired by this tragic homecoming of a fallen American solider, Rooney started the Folds of Honor Foundation to provide support to military families in the aftermath of their tragedies.

Mission partners of Folds of Honor include The PGA of America, United States Golf Association, Budweiser, Titleist, Pinnacle, AHEAD Inc., Bushnell, Golf Channel, POLO GOLF, Golf Pride, QuikTrip, The Christie Cookie Company, St. Andrews Products and Hat Trick. To find out more information about these products and their support of Patriot Golf Day, visit FoldsofHonor.org.
Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The 

PGA enables its professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public’s interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and U.S. Senior Open, as well as 10 national amateur championships, two state team championships and international matches. Together with The R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status, Equipment Standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings. The USGA’s working jurisdiction comprises the United States, its territories and Mexico. The USGA is a global leader in the development and support of sustainable golf course management practices. It serves as a primary steward for the game’s history and funds an ongoing “For the Good of the Game” charitable giving program. Additionally, the USGA’s Course Rating and Handicap systems are used on six continents in more than 50 countries. For more information about the USGA, visit www.usga.org <http://www.usga.org>.

###

