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PGA OF AMERICA, TRIDENT UNITED WAY, AND KIAWAH ISLAND GOLF
RESORT MARK FIFTH YEAR OF PARTNERSHIP IN LINKS TO SUCCESS
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – The PGA of America, Trident United Way of Charleston, S.C., the Kiawah Island Golf Resort and its non-profit partners have joined together to support Links To Success, an initiative to increase high school graduation rate to 88 percent across a three-county region.
Begun in 2007 as a partnership between The PGA of America and Trident United Way during the Senior PGA Championship at Kiawah Island Golf Resort, Links To Success last year touched 2,000 students. The research-based initiative is designed to help children acquire the academic and life skills to graduate from high school and be successful in life. When Links To Success began, the high school graduation rate within the region was 64.5 percent. The 2011 graduation rate jumped to 73.7 percent.
“The PGA of America takes great pride in the teamwork between Trident United Way, Kiawah Island Golf Resort and its partners to positively affect the lives of young people,” said PGA of America President Allen Wronowski. “Just as PGA Professionals serve as mentors in golf, Links To Success has its own wonderful network of advisors whose life skills training enable young people to enhance their education and their well-being.”

Past PGA President Roger Warren, the president of Kiawah Island Golf Resort and general chairman of the 94th PGA Championship, followed Links To Success from its origin and praised its development.

“Links To Success is a great example of the wonderful service that the Trident United Way provides to our community,” said Warren. “There is no better example of a well-designed, expertly managed program that delivers measurable results in improving student performance. As a PGA Professional and president of Kiawah Island Golf Resort, I am proud to be affiliated with Links To Success.”
Links To Success brings together partners to provide education, financial stability and health services to 11 schools in at-risk neighborhoods within South Carolina’s Charleston, Berkeley, and Dorchester counties. Officials have reported the following results:
· 87% of students served by Links have improved their reading test scores

· 83% of students served by Links have improved their mathematics test scores

· 91% of students served by Links have improved their behavior
--more--
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“With the help of The PGA of America, Kiawah Island Golf Resort and dozens of community partners, Trident United Way’s Links To Success initiative has been instrumental in moving our community towards its 10-year goal of a high school graduation rate of 88 percent,” said Chris Kerrigan, president and CEO of Trident United Way. “The success of the initiative warrants expansion to more at-risk children.”
Trident United Way has developed plans to expand the partnership by enriching support services at each school; doubling the number of student participants at each school; and extending Links To Success to more Title I schools in the region. To learn more about Links for Success, contact Eileen Rossler at (843) 743-9000, or erossler@tuw.org
About Trident United Way

Trident United Way works to strengthen our Lowcountry community by focusing on the building blocks of a good life: education, financial stability, and health. All of TUW ‘s efforts are dedicated to achieving our community’s three 10-year goals of improving the high school graduation rate to 88%, helping 30% more local residents become financially stable and helping 25% more people live a healthy lifestyle and avoid preventable chronic conditions.

About The PGA of America

Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The PGA enables its professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.
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