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SOUTH CAROLINA’S LEADERS CELEBRATE HOSTING THE

94th PGA CHAMPIONSHIP AND GOLF’S IMPACT ON THE STATE
Golf in South Carolina generates 33,000 Jobs; and $2.7 Billion in total economic impact

Editor’s Note: The 94th PGA Championship Government Relations luncheon included information about the South Carolina Golf Economic Study
Photo link: http://mediaarchive.pgalinks.com/cgi/viewerlogin.pl?lbjobid=10408
KIAWAH ISLAND, S.C. – A group of South Carolina’s elected officials, community and golf industry leaders met Tuesday at the 94th PGA Championship, celebrating golf as a key industry contributing to the vitality of its economy from employment, tourism, and charitable donations. The leaders also cited the teamwork by which a community has come together to host a worldwide sports event.
“This is a special week in golf and The PGA of America, “said PGA of America President Allen Wronowski. “We are proud to be working with a community, a host site, and volunteers throughout South Carolina to make this an unforgettable Championship. Golf goes beyond entertainment, and truly helps people’s lives. That is something that resonates so well with us all.”

The event also featured PGA of America Chief Executive Officer Joe Steranka; South Carolina’s Speaker of the House Bobby Harrell, South Carolina U.S. Congressman Tim Scott and PGA Past President Roger Warren, the president of Kiawah Island Golf Resort.

Warren, who also is the general chairman for the 94th PGA Championship, praised the effort that he has seen within the community since June 2005, when the Season’s Final Major was announced for its first visit to the state.

“What we wanted to do was to make sure everyone was working together so the quality of experience would truly represent what South Carolina is all about,” said Warren. “It’s the connection between the lawmakers, the community, and corporations that will enable the world to see what is so great about this area.”

The PGA Championship is one of the most widely viewed telecasts in golf, broadcast to 194 countries and territories this year and with a household reach of more than 455 million. CBS and Turner Sports combine for 28 hours of coverage.

“What you see happening throughout our community in hosting this championship is called synergy,” said Scott. “Synergy for us to present to the world our area as the most beautiful, best destination.”
· more -
According to the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, in 2007, golf in South Carolina had a total economic impact of $2.7 billion including 785,000 trips that included a round of golf, which totaled $1.2 billion in visitor expenditures. The green fees and club membership dues generated $12.9 million in admissions tax revenue alone, accounting for over 39 percent of state admissions tax collections.

“We are very proud of golf’s positive economic, human, and environmental impact,” said Steranka. “The PGA Championship is one of our opportunities to share the positive story of golf. But the 33,000 people employed by the golf industry in South Carolina and the yearly economic impact of $2.7 billion takes place every year – if you are hosting a PGA Championship or not.”

About The PGA of America

Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The PGA enables its professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.
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