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PGA Professional Brian Gerard, marking his 26th season serving Kiawah Island Golf Resort, has witnessed the complete history of championships to visit one of the world’s unforgettable destinations.

The 47-year-old PGA director of golf oversees the operations of five resort courses, 11 PGA Professionals and 200 employees overall.

A native of Eureka, Ill., Gerard began playing golf at age 6, through the encouragement of his father, Jerry, a machinist, and his mother, Beverly, who worked for Eureka (Ill.) College and several school districts.

“I lived at the golf course,” says Gerard. “It was the place that I wanted to be.” Gerard’s expertise in golf operations began in high school, when at age 14 he began working at Kauffman Golf Course in Eureka mowing greens and working in the golf shop.

Gerard graduated in 1986 from Western Illinois University, carrying that work ethic as he became a member of the Kiawah Island Golf Resort staff and paid his dues as an apprentice professional. He was elected to PGA of America membership in 1989, serving as an assistant professional at Turtle Point Golf Club until 1990, then as PGA head professional through 1995.

During that time, Gerard supported fellow resort staff members when the 1991 Ryder Cup at The Ocean Course elevated the golf world’s consciousness to a new and unforgettable layout.

“The Ocean Course was built with a major championship in mind,” says Gerard, who was named head professional in 1995 at the Pete Dye-design, tabbed by Golf Digest as the No. 1 Toughest Course in America. “Nature changes The Ocean Course through time, and it is very special to have a designer like Pete Dye, who directed its progress through the years.

“Pete brought the course back to its original design by reworking the bunker faces that had changed due to sand blow and accumulation over time. Visually, you walk on the course today and there really isn’t a big difference from its opening. There wasn’t any lengthening of the course. The major change through the years has been moving the 18th green [in 2002] 35 yards closer to the ocean, and installing paspalum grass on the greens, fairways, and tees.”

Gerard was at The Ocean Course helm when it hosted the 1997 and 2003 World Cup, and the 2005 PGA Professional National Championship. In June 2005, prior to the PGA of America’s showcase event for PGA Professionals, Kiawah Island Resort and PGA of America officials met the media in a tent by the ocean for a major announcement. 

The resort stepped up to the plate to host the 2012 PGA Championship, the first major championship in South Carolina history.

“It does not seem that long ago,” says Gerard. “It has been such a rewarding experience to be a part of the preparations for a major championship. The entire resort, community and the State of South Carolina has made it a team effort.”

In 2006, Gerard was named the resort’s PGA director of golf and was named recipient of the PGA Merchandiser of the Year in the Resort Facility division.

Gerard said that he and his staff have made it a goal at all golf shops in the resort worked to meet standards that he said, “exceed guest expectations.” Service is the cornerstone of his team’s philosophy. Golf World Business recognized The Ocean Course as one of the 100 best golf shops in the country from 1997-2001, and from 2003 to 2011.

The Ocean Course honed its championship acumen in 2007 when it entertained the world’s premier players age 50-and-older in the 68th Senior PGA Championship.

“I think some detractors believed that due to where we are located, that we could not host a major,” says Gerard. “Because of what we did with the 2007 Senior PGA Championship, I think it put a lot of those concerns to rest. It worked and worked well. We went through a rigorous preparation and have continued to work hard to prepare for every scenario.”

Gerard and his wife Lynn, one of 3,100 volunteers at the Championship, drive 74 miles round trip from their home in Meggett, S.C. Gerard maintains an office at Turtle Point, a 5½-mile drive from The Ocean Course. 

Showtime is almost upon Kiawah Island and The Ocean Course.

“I have seen all members of the staff put their best effort forward into preparing for this Championship,” Gerard says. “We are excited and anxious for opening day.”
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