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Play Golf America’s Family Course Program Makes Golf More Accessible

PGA of America and the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) 

partner to lead the “short course” movement

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – Play Golf America continues to make the game of golf more enjoyable, affordable and accessible to people of all ages and skill levels with the continued growth of the PGA Family Course Program and a partnership with the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).

The PGA Family Course Program, a nationwide initiative born through a collaboration between The PGA of America and U.S. Kids Golf, offers golfers a “short course” experience through the use of PGA Family Tee Markers.  These markers allow any existing course to adapt to beginner or younger golfers by designating holes within the course that best suit inexperienced players, resulting in a more time-friendly and affordable golfing experience. The introduction of shorter, family-friendly courses coincides with Play Golf America’s Family Golf Month and Get Golf Ready initiatives, both of which are designed to make the transition into the game of golf easy for new golfers, regardless of age. To find a list of the PGA Family Courses, go to PlayGolfAmerica.com.
To date, over 800 courses nationwide have implemented the Family Course Program.  In 2009, an average of 500 rounds were played at an average of $13 per round, resulting in revenues averaging $6,500 at each participating facility.  To help expand the program even further, the NRPA has partnered with The PGA of America to award 55 sets of Family Tee Markers to municipal courses across the country, with hopes to continue the partnership annually.  The PGA and NRPA partnership will give park administrators access to a variety of supplies, programs and information developed and/or supported by The PGA of America, as well as training on how to implement these resources.  

“The Family Course Grant program provides park and recreation directors with the opportunity to establish beginner-friendly short courses within existing golf facilities,” said Resa Kierstein, senior manager of partnerships for NRPA. “The program adds great value to the community by providing parents and caregivers a mechanism for getting kids outdoors and engaged in physical activity.  In addition, as a direct result of engaging a new set of players to the game of golf, communities receive a wide range of economic benefits, including an immediate increase in revenue and long-term growth and sustainability.”

Courses receiving PGA Family Tee Markers from the NRPA are encouraged to use the PGA Family Course Program as a fun and pleasurable way to retain new golfers. 
“The Family Course Program is great because it enables families to enjoy the game together,” said Brian Bain, PGA Professional in Brookline, Mass. and recipient of PGA Family Tee Markers through the PGA-NRPA grant program. “It would be discouraging for a child to be thrown onto a par 4, 400-yard hole and need eight strokes, but the Family Tee Markers allow kids to play with mom and dad in a way that makes them excited about the game.”
-- more --

Aiming to advance the trend of shorter courses, the Wadsworth Golf Foundation, a nonprofit organization seeking to improve communities through the embodiment of the moral, ethical and cultural codes of the game of golf, partnered with the Frank Jemsek Family to provide Family Tee Markers to 30 courses in the Illinois Section of the PGA at half regular cost.  Additionally, the Wadsworth Foundation has begun an initiative called Links Across America (LAA), with the goal of funding the expansion of short, affordable, easy to maintain golf courses nationwide through a growing team of 41 company partners that contribute profit, goods or services to assist in achieving the development or preservation of LAA short courses at a significantly lower cost.  LAA is responsible for the development of two active short courses to date, located in Akron, Ohio and Lockport, Ill., and is in the process of constructing several more.
For more information on Play Golf America and PGA Family Courses or Family Tee Markers, consumers can visit PlayGolfAmerica.com. The site allows users to find and register at participating facilities in their area by searching their city or zip code. 

Play Golf America, designed to increase participation among new and occasional adult golfers, was developed by The PGA of America, with the support of Allied Associations including: the LPGA, National Golf Course Owners Association, PGA Tour, USGA and others involved in the annual Golf 20/20 Conference. The program utilizes the PlayGolfAmerica.com Web site to serve as a link for consumers to access fun, affordable and informative programs in their area.

Since 1916, The PGA of America's mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.  By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry.  By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf.  Visit pga.com or PlayGolfAmerica.com to learn more.
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Municipal Courses with Family Tee Markers
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	FACILITY NAME
	ADDRESS
	CITY
	STATE

	Ben Geren Regional Park
	7200 South Zero St
	Fort Smith
	Arkansas

	Boundary Oak Golf Course
	3800 Valley Vista Road
	Walnut Creek
	California

	Cottonwood Golf Club
	3121 Willow Glen Dr
	El Cajon
	California

	Shoreline Golf Links
	2940 N. Shoreline Blvd
	Mountain View
	California

	WildHawk Golf Club
	7713 Vineyard Rd
	Sacramento
	California

	Buffalo Run Golf Course
	15700 E. 112th Ave.
	Commerce City
	Colorado

	Cheyenne Shadows Golf Club a Ft. Carson
	Bldg 7800 Titus Blvd
	Ft Carson
	Colorado

	Flatirons Golf Course
	5706 Arapahoe
	Boulder
	Colorado

	Legacy Ridge Golf Course
	10801 Legacy Ridge Pkwy
	Westminster
	Colorado

	Littleton Golf Club
	5800 S Colorado Blvd
	Littleton
	Colorado

	Coral Oaks Golf Course
	1800 NW 28th Ave
	Cape Coral
	Florida

	Country Club of Miami
	6801 Miami Gardens Drive
	Miami
	Florida

	Hilaman Park Municipal Golf Course
	2737 Blairstone Rd
	Tallahassee
	Florida

	Willow Brook Golf Course
	4200 Hwy 544 North
	Winter Haven
	Florida

	Links & Tees Golf Facility
	880 W Lake St
	Addison
	Illinois

	Naperbrook Golf Course
	22204 W. Hassert Blvd.
	Plainfield
	Illinois

	Red Tail Run by Raymond Floyd
	520 W Grove Rd
	Decatur
	Illinois

	Springbrook Golf Course
	2220 W. 83rd Street
	Naperville
	Illinois

	Sunset Hills Golf Club
	1620 Summit Dr
	Pekin
	Illinois

	Centennial Park Golf Course
	1005 S Centennial Dr
	Munster
	Indiana

	Creekside Golf Course & Training Center
	2355 Clifford Rd
	Valparaiso
	Indiana

	Lake Shawnee Golf Course
	4141 SE East Edge Road
	Topeka
	Kansas

	Golf Courses of Kenton County
	3908 Richardson Road
	Independence
	Kentucky

	Juniper Hill Golf Course
	800 Louisville Rd
	Frankfort
	Kentucky

	Seneca Golf Course
	2300 Pee Wee Reese Road
	Louisville
	Kentucky

	Green Hill Golf Course
	2 Marsh Ave
	Worcester
	Massachusetts

	Robert T. Lynch Municipal Golf Course
	1281 W Roxbury Pkwy
	Brookline
	Massachusetts

	Chesapeake Hills Golf Club
	11352 H G Truman Rd
	Lusby
	Maryland

	Falls Road Golf Course
	10800 Falls Rd
	Potomac
	Maryland

	Hampshire Greens Golf Course
	616 Firestone Dr
	Silver Spring
	Maryland

	Needwood Golf Course
	6724 Needwood Rd
	Rockville
	Maryland

	Northwest Golf Course
	15711 Layhill Road
	Silver Spring
	Maryland

	Rattlewood Golf Course
	13501 Penn Shop Rd
	Mount Airy
	Maryland

	Fox Creek Golf Club
	36000 7 Mile Rd
	Livonia
	Michigan

	Idyl Wyld Golf Club
	35780 Five Mile Rd
	Livonia
	Michigan

	Whispering Willows Golf Course
	20500 Newburgh Rd.
	Livonia
	Michigan

	Oak Hiills Golf Center
	427 Monroe St
	Jefferson City
	Missouri

	Bridger Creek Golf Course
	2710 McIlhattan Rd
	Bozeman
	Montana

	Oak Hollow Golf Course
	3400 N Centennial St
	High Point
	North Carolina

	Washoe County Golf Club
	2601 S Arlington
	Reno
	Nevada

	Black Brook Golf Course
	8900 Lake Shore Blvd.
	Mentor
	Ohio

	Lake Oswego Golf Course
	17525 SW Stafford Rd
	Lake Oswego
	Oregon

	Bethlehem Golf Club
	400 Illicks Mill Rd
	Bethlehem
	Pennsylvania

	Center Valley Club
	3300 Center Valley Parkway
	Center Valley
	Pennsylvania

	Jimmy Clay/Roy Kizer Golf
	5400 Jimmy Clay Dr
	Austin
	Texas

	Rockwood Golf Course
	1851 Jacksboro Hwy
	Fort Worth
	Texas

	Logan River Golf Course
	550 W 1000 S
	Logan
	Utah

	Herndon Centennial Golf Course
	909 Ferndale Avenue
	Herndon
	Virginia

	Mint Valley Golf Course
	4002 Pennsylvania St
	Longview
	Washington

	Idlewild Golf Course
	4146 Golf Valley Dr.
	Sturgeon Bay
	Wisconsin
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