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UTAH PGA SECTION MERGES WITH SALT LAKE COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION FOR FIRST PLAY GOLF AMERICA DAY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. -- Three years ago, as Jeff Burley was hired by adaptive program manager for Salt Lake County Parks & Recreation, his supervisor had a simple directive: Go out and provide more adaptive recreation programs.

In other words, think outside the box.

For Burley, it was just what he needed to hear.

On Saturday, one extension of Burley’s job description convenes on the outskirts of Salt Lake City, as a Play Golf America Day is held at Meadowbrook Golf Course in West Taylorsville, Utah.

It is the first-of-its-kind event in the Play Golf America series that focuses on individuals with a wide range of disabilities.

The event is the by-product of teamwork between Salt Lake County Parks & Recreation and the Utah PGA Section.

Play Golf America Day is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. MDT, featuring a visit by nationally-renowned trick shot artist Dennis Walters of Jupiter, Fla., a PGA Honorary Member and the 2008 PGA Distinguished Service Award recipient.

Walters’ program will precede instruction sessions featuring Utah PGA Professionals, who advanced through adaptive golf training in 2008 guided by the National Alliance for Accessible Golf.

“My passion has always been adaptive recreation, and I love how golf fits into that framework,” said Burley, 39, a graduate of California State University Sacramento, and who has programs designed in 25 different sports. “It is great to see this Play Golf America Day come together. We redesigned the program two years ago, and there were 27 PGA Professionals in the state, many of whom work for our program, who took the training.

“It has been tremendous to see the progress made between teacher and student.”

The Utah PGA Section actively took a role in the development of adaptive golf programs.

“Our main purpose is to bring new golf into the game and this event presents a unique opportunity to do so,” said Devin Dehlin, Utah PGA Operations and Foundation Director. “Unlike other competitive sports, golf provides equal access because you only compete against the course and yourself. We think this event has the potential to create golfers for a lifetime.”

Burley said that Veterans Administration patients are anticipated to attend, along with several members of local Boy Scouts troops who have had training themselves in aiding visually-impaired golfers.

“Golf is so great, especially in the socialization area,” said Burley. “Golfers who became disabled have returned to the game using adaptive equipment. And those who have never played before have found the great benefits of the sport in helping them in activities with their families.”

About The PGA of America

Since 1916, The PGA of America's mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. 
By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry.

By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf. 
###
