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Sustainable Golf is Everyone’s Job

By Angela Nitz, Golf Course Superintendent Association of America’s manager, corporate communications

More than 1,200 facilities are hosting American Express Women’s Golf Month programs in June.  Maple Leaf Golf and Country Club (Port Charlotte, Fla.) hosts Ladies Leagues each Tuesday throughout the year; “9 & Dine” programs each Friday during the summer; and scramble tournaments followed by a Bar-B-Q lunch on holidays.  The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) is one of the industry-leading organizations helping coordinate the Play Golf America program, along with the Executive Women’s Golf Association (EWGA), the Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA), the National Golf Course Owners Association (NGCOA) and The PGA of America (PGA).

With a club membership that is 50 percent female, Maple Leaf Golf and Country Club Superintendent Nancy Miller knows that keeping women golfers happy is big part of her job. But there is one specific lady she takes into consideration every day – Mother Nature. 

Miller, a 15-year Class A member of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America, said making sure her Port Charlotte, Fla., course has great conditions while considering the impact on the environment is all in day’s work.

“I just believe that we are all on the Earth for a certain length of time, and we should leave it in better shape than we found it,” Miller said. “But it’s nothing special for us to do this, I just see it all as part of our day-to-day operations.”

The short par-62, 18-hole course serves as a vital habitat for a multitude of birds and other wildlife even though the facility sits in the heart of the community. Preserving habitat for the eagles, osprey and owls at Maple Leaf is all part of the management plan that helped the course to be named an Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary. 

Other key elements of the facility-wide sustainable approach at Maple leaf include: using an Integrated Pest Management system when it comes to pest control, following Best Management Practices for golf created by the state of Florida, using effluent water, a widespread recycling program throughout the facility, using aquatic plants as part of the erosion control program, and developing a long-term strategic plan for replacing trees destroyed by Hurricane Charley that will aid in the expansion of wildlife habitat.

“The club is very supportive (of our efforts),” Miller said. “We still have a lot to do, and still have our budget to consider, but we try to do a little more each year.”

Miller tries to keep golfers up-to-date with what is going on at the club from an environmental perspective through articles in the club’s newsletter, speaking at homeowner association meetings and updating the club website. She also gained some national attention last year by appearing in one of a series of environmental spots called “Choose Your Course” on Golf Channel.

“About 80 percent of our membership contacted me after seeing it; they loved it,” she said.

And it’s opening those lines of communication that Miller said is so key for every golfer to make sure that sustainability efforts on a golf course include everyone, staff and golfers alike.

“The No. 1 thing golfers can do is simply be aware of what environmental efforts are taking place at their golf course. Ask questions, learn more about it,” she said.

For more information on Golf’s Drive Toward Sustainability, an industry-wide sustainability effort lead by GCSAA’s Environmental Institute for Golf, visit www.eifg.org/sustainability.
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