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NORTHERN TEXAS PGA’S LINDY MILLER EARNS LOW PGA

CLUB PROFESSIONAL HONORS IN 71st SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSIP
PARKER, Colo. – Lindy Miller of Fort Worth, Texas had problems finding flights late Sunday following play in the 71st Senior PGA Championship. Thanks to a steady even-par closing 72 at Colorado Golf Club, Miller earned Low PGA Club Professional honors, and the attention that goes with it, he deemed, made a worthy trade for travel inconvenience.

Miller’s closing round gave the 53-year-old PGA teaching professional at Shady Oaks Country Club a 72-hole total of 4-over-par 292 to share 29th with a group of players that included former U.S. Open Champion Tom Kite. His paycheck of $12,000 was another reward as the top performer among 42 PGA Club Professionals in a 155-player field.
Miller’s Sunday effort enabled him to add to his Low PGA Club Professional finish in the 1991 PGA Championship, where he tied for 57th at Crooked Stick Golf Club in Carmel, Ind.
“I don’t know if that has ever been done before me, but I am proud that I could be playing well enough to accomplish both,” said Miller, prior to being introduced on NBC Sports during the presentation of the Alfred S. Bourne Trophy to 2010 Senior PGA Champion Tom Lehman. “I’m very pleased with the way the whole week went. Four-over-par on this golf course for 72 holes is not a bad score.”
Miller didn’t mention it, but he also had yet another “major accomplishment” 20 years earlier, finishing as Low Amateur in the 1977 U.S. Open. But, it was his play this past week that was encouraging, coming after but a few 18-hole rounds over the past month.

“When we come here we’re representing all our other members and apprentices” said Miller. “It’s not just the 42 guys playing here this week. We are representing our organization that we’re a part of. That’s very gratifying and I’m proud for all of us. It’s awesome when you think about it.”
Miller was one of eight PGA Club Professionals to make the 36-hole cut of 7-over-par 151. He was chased to the end on Sunday by Chris Starkjohann of Oceanside, Calif., who tied for fifth in the Senior PGA Championship last year. Starkjohann birdied the 16th hole, but it was too late to catch Miller on the back nine. He finished with a 69 and 294 total. James Blair III of Ogden, Utah was next at 296 after a closing 76, and Bill Loeffler of Castle Rock, Colo., was fourth among the PGA Club Professional contingent at 299 after a 79.
“I’m happy the way I played, but Lindy played well for four days and deserves it,” said Starkjohann, the reigning Senior PGA Professional Player of the Year. “It’s a big deal in our business as club professionals to make the cut. I had two middle rounds of 77 that were a result of my being unsure of the putter.”


Miller finished 76th in 2007 in his only previous appearance in a Senior PGA Championship, but with his son, Matt, 23, caddieing, turned into a zone of consistency for the weekend. His Sunday scorecard featured three birdies and three bogeys. He also made two key par-saving putts coming home – a 15-footer at the tricky par-3 17th and a 10-foot downhill putt on 18.

Not only does Miller combine his teaching acumen and playing background to serve his members, he also brings an enviable piece of history from his youth. His family held a membership at Shady Oaks Country Club, which was the home course for the late Ben Hogan.


At age 14, Miller worked in the bag room at Shady Oaks and was often one to earn the honor of both caddieing for Hogan and fielding the legend’s practice balls with a canvas bag.


“The stories I could tell you about Mr. Hogan are all true, but you would have had to see him perform in person to really appreciate it,” said Miller. “He was hitting it so unbelievably good at age 58 that it was scary. When I was out in the range and he hit balls to me, I didn’t have to move the canvas bag hardly at all to get his balls. He would ask me to set it down and he would either hit it square or bounce balls to it. Later, he would hit his driver and hit that bag, too.”


In later years, Hogan would ask Miller’s father about young Lindy’s progress at Oklahoma State, where he helped the Cowboys to NCAA titles in 1976 and ’78.

“Mr. Hogan was more than a great player, he also had a very special friendly side, and I was honored to have known him,” said Miller.


Miller also praised Colorado Golf Club and its designers. The course presented players with brutal wind during practice rounds early in the week, followed by steady swirling 20-mile per hour gusts after that.
“I think the golf course played very, very well,” said Miller. I thought Ben [Crenshaw] and Bill [Coore] did an excellent job, giving you a variety of different shots to get to some of the hole placements.”

For Loeffler, the PGA general manager and co-owner of Highlands Ranch Golf Club, it was a rollercoaster week while being followed by a hometown gallery.

Loeffler, also 53, began the Championship with a 69, but ballooned to an 82 to make the cut on the number at 7-over-par 151. He answered Saturday with a 69, then came back Sunday with a disappointing 79.

“I can't figure it out,” said Loeffler. “I was trying to figure it out after about the fourth hole today, what in the world happened. Unfortunately, Mr. Hyde showed up.”

Yet, Loeffler wore a big smile on his face throughout the weekend.

“So many people from my club came out and my family was out here too,” said Loeffler. “My mom came out, she's 89, she walked this place the first day, I couldn't believe it.  So it was great.  Tons of people pulling for me.”

PGA Club Professional Results
71st Senior PGA Championship
(FINAL)
Place
Player


Hometown

Score


Earnings

T-29
Lindy Miller

Fort Worth, Texas
71-75-74-72—292
$12,000
T-36
Chris Starkjohann
Oceanside, Calif.
71-77-77-69—294
$8,620
T-45
James Blair III

Ogden, Utah

74-72-74-76—296
$5,700
T-56
Bill Loeffler

Castle Rock, Colo.
69-82-69-79—299
$4,100
T-65 
Jim Woodward

Edmond, Okla.

80-71-75-75—301
$3,812.50
T-69
Ron Vlosich

Lakewood, Colo.
75-76-77-74—302
$3,687.50

T-75
Bill Britton

Rumson, N.J.

75-76-76-76—303
$3,587.50
T-77
Mike San Filippo
Hobe Sound, Fla.
77-73-79-76—305
$3,537.30
Did Not Make 36-Hole Cut  - earning  $1,000
Gary Trivisonno
Aurora, Ohio

78-74--152

Jeff Roth

Farmington, N.M.
76-77--153
Bob Ford

Oakmont, Pa.

77-77--154
Rob Gibbons

Molalla, Ore.

80-74--154
Kirk Hanefeld

Acton, Mass.

72-82--154
Jim White

Lincoln, Neb.

78-76--154
Fred Holton

Montgomery, Ala.
78-76--154
David Arbuckle

Colorado Springs, Colo.75-79--154
Jon Fiedler

Camarillo, Calif.
74-80--154
Perry Arthur

Plano, Texas

78-77--155
Joseph Bostic

Jupiter, Fla.

76-79--155
Mike Malaska

Mesa, Ariz.

79-77--156

Jerry Tucker

Stuart, Fla.

80-76--156
Michael Zaremba
Pueblo West, Colo.
75-81--156
Darrell Kestner

Glen Cove, N.Y.
76-80--156
Jeff Coston

Blaine, Wash.

75-82--157
Rod Nuckolls

Wichita, Kan.

81-77--158
Jimmy Hamilton
Knightdale, N.C.
76-82--158
Paul Daniels

Port St. Lucie, Fla.
75-83--158
Gary Sowinski

Rancho Santa Fe, Calif.
79-80--159
Scott Spence

Middletown, R.I.
79-80--159
Kim Thompson

Salt Lake City, Utah
85-74--159
Todd Smith

Matthews, N.C.

79-80--159
Ralph West

Avondale, Ariz.

81-78--159
Bill Israelson

Staples, Minn.

77-82--159
Cleve Coldwater
Clark’s Summit, Pa.
77-83--160
David Thore

Wilmington, N.C.
84-77--161
George Forster

Blue Bell, Pa.

81-80--161
Steve Waugh

Naples, Fla.

78-83--161
Ed Sabo

Tequesta, Fla.

79-83--162
Rocky Catalano

Mount Pleasant, S.C.
85-77--162
Fred Gibson

Orlando, Fla.

82-81--163
Doug Perry

Fort Collins, Colo.
83-85--168
Steve Veriato

San Marcos, Texas
83-85—168
PGA Club Professionals Making the Cut

in the Senior PGA Championship
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