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Pocono Mountain Courses See Results during Welcome to Golf Month

Courses offer numerous programs aimed at welcoming women to the game  
POCONO MOUNTAINS, Pa. – Many of the 30 courses in the Pocono Mountains have supported Welcome to Golf Month by making the game more accessible to new golfers. Given that May also includes Mother’s Day, courses throughout the region have offered a variety of programs designed to provide a fun and affordable introduction to the game for women. 

“Our primary objective with the programs we created was to remove the intimidation factor,” said Joe Manley, PGA head professional at Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort. “So many times new golfers have unpleasant experiences because of their lack of familiarity with the game. We try to introduce them to golf in an environment where they can be comfortable with the challenges and the people around them.”

Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort is holding a month-long Get Golf Ready program throughout May on Thursday nights for just $99, and allowed moms to play for free on Mother’s Day. Other courses in the area also used Mother’s Day as an opportunity to encourage women to play. Mount Airy Golf Club waived green fees for mom and is holding Ladies Days every Monday during May, lowering green fees to just $35. 

Split Rock Golf Course is holding ladies clinics on Fridays, and Skytop Lodge has taken the outreach to women a step further with a season-long initiative called “Ladies Golf For Fun School.” The gathering takes place twice a week throughout the summer and offers free golf after 3 p.m.

“We have done the Mother’s Day special and other women’s programs in the past, and the events have always gone well,” said Chris Zelenka, PGA head professional at Mount Airy Golf Club. “I’m very happy with how we did this year. We put a lot of moms on the course on Mother’s Day and had good turnouts for our Ladies Days.”

In addition to the Welcome to Golf Month programs, many of the courses are offering specials in May that include lodging, pro shop discounts and complimentary dining, all in an attempt to get local golfers to consider a ‘staycation’ on the course with a friend or spouse. 

“We feel like we’re doing a disservice to our facility and the game itself not to take part in programs that can grow the game of golf,” Manley said. “We participate in Welcome to Golf Month and other Play Golf America programs because we believe it is a great way to grow our business.”

To find a participating facility in your part of the country, go to PlayGolfAmerica.com. 
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