[image: image1.jpg]A7)

RYDER CUP

™

HAZELTINE




IMMEDIATE RELEASE





         
       Contact:        Julius Mason
May 14, 2013






                                      561/624-8444
jmason@pgahq.com 

BRETT STERBA NAMED TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR OF 2016 RYDER CUP AT HAZELTINE NATIONAL GOLF CLUB
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – Brett Sterba has been named the tournament director of the 2016 Ryder Cup, the most compelling team event in golf and one of the great spectacles in all of sport, to be held at Hazeltine National Golf Club in Chaska, Minn.

Sterba, 35, is the current on-site championship director of the 96th PGA Championship, to be contested Aug. 4-10, 2014, at Valhalla Golf Club in Louisville, Ky. In his new position in Minnesota, which he will assume upon completion of the 2014 PGA Championship, Sterba will be returning to familiar surroundings, having served for nine months as operations manager of the 2009 PGA Championship at Hazeltine.

A native of Cleveland, Sterba has worked in a variety of golf operations capacities. In June 2004, The PGA of America named Sterba the operations manager for the 2005 Senior PGA Championship. He went on to become operations manager for the 2006 and 2009 PGA Championships; championship director for the 2007 and 2009 Senior PGA Championship; and championship director for the 2012 PGA Championship at the Kiawah Island Resort, Ocean Course.

“Brett is highly regarded for his ability to oversee all aspects of major golf events, and he has earned this new appointment for the 2016 Ryder Cup,” said Kerry Haigh, Chief Championships Officer of The PGA of America. “The Ryder Cup is a global event that produces some of the most thrilling moments in golf, and Brett and his team will effectively manage all of the many elements that go into producing such an extraordinary event.”            

Sterba was a standout place-kicker at The College of William & Mary, where he was selected a Division 1-AA first team All-American.  Following graduation in 2001 with a business degree in finance and information technology, he signed as a free agent with the Green Bay Packers.

About the Ryder Cup 

The Ryder Cup, among the last great professional sporting events where winning, and not prize money, is its own reward, spans 39 competitions over 86 years. The competition was born in 1927, when enterprising English seed merchant Samuel Ryder commissioned the casting of a gold chalice that bears his name. The U.S. Team defeated Great Britain, 9 1/2 to 2 1/2, in the inaugural matches in Worcester, Mass.

Since 1979, the Ryder Cup has involved the finest players from Europe. The Ryder Cup is held biennially with the U.S. and Europe alternating as host. Europe currently has possession of the trophy, having won in dramatic fashion at Medinah (Ill.) Country Club in 2012.
About Hazeltine National Golf Club

Hazeltine National Golf Club is a private golf club located in Chaska, Minn., 25 miles southwest of downtown Minneapolis. Designed by golf course architect, Robert Trent Jones, the club opened in 1962 with a mission to build and maintain a golf course suitable for the conduct of national championships. With the 2016 Ryder Cup, Hazeltine will become one of only two courses in the United States to have hosted the U.S. Open, the PGA Championship, U.S. Senior Open, U.S. Women’s Open, U.S. Amateur, and the Ryder Cup. 

 About The PGA of America

Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.   By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The PGA enables its Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public’s interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere.  As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.

