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THE PGA OF AMERICA CONTINUES ITS CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Editor's Note: In celebration of Black History Month, Earnie Ellison Jr., director of business and community relations for The PGA of America, explains his role in creating greater awareness of the benefits and opportunities for minorities and women as PGA members and in the golf industry. Click here to read the Q&A.

In addition, author and Golf Digest Senior Writer Pete McDaniel visited PGA Headquarters in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., to take a look at the lives of PGA members Ted Rhodes, Bill Spiller and John Shippen as well as honorary member Joe Louis. Click here to watch the archived coverage of the event.

Achievements of African American golfers and significant events in golf include:
· The PGA Minority Collegiate Golf Championship was created in 1986, following the Jackson State University Golf Tournament. The goal was to elevate the game of golf in minority colleges and universities by giving them a chance to compete in a championship because of being denied opportunities to compete in NCAA collegiate golf events. The first Championship was conducted in the spring of 1987 at Highland Park Golf Course in Cleveland, Ohio. In 2006, The PGA of America was granted complete ownership and management of the championship by the National Minority Collegiate Golf Scholarship Fund.
· In 2000, Dr. Obie Bender, president of the Clearview Legacy Foundation, became the second African America Board Member to serve on the PGA Board of Directors.
· In 1990, Businessman Ron Townsend became the first African American member of the prestigious Augusta National Golf Club, site of the Masters.
· In 2008, Junior Bridgeman became the third African American Board Member to serve on the PGA Board of Directors, following a former NBA standout career and becoming a respected restaurant entrepreneur. Bridgeman was sworn in as Independent Director at the 91st PGA Annual Meeting.
· In 1997, Tiger Woods became the first African American to win a major championship.

Black History Month Displays 
Through the end of February, The PGA of America will also celebrate Black History Month by having commemorative displays located at PGA Headquarters in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., and at the PGA Historical Center in Port St. Lucie, Fla.

The PGA Historical Center is located adjacent to the PGA Center for Golf Learning and Performance. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with complementary admission daily. For more information on PGA Village and the Black History Month displays at the PGA Historical Center, please call (800) 800-GOLF or visit PGAVillage.com.

About The PGA of America 
Since 1916, The PGA of America's mission has been twofold: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.

By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry.

By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf.
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