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PGA OF AMERICA TEAMS WITH AMERICAN SOCIETY OF GOLF COURSE

ARCHITECTS TO BEGIN GRANT PROGRAM TO ATTRACT NEW GOLFERS
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – The PGA of America announced that it will launch a grant program with the American Society of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA), its members and the ASGCA Foundation, to fund complimentary facility audits that would study and recommend land use to welcome new players to the game. Among the recommendations within the program are adapting available land for golf’s version of “bunny slopes” to heighten the golf experience.
The PGA initiative harkens back to its founding, when renowned architect A.W. Tillinghast was invited to a January 17, 1916 luncheon in New York City to discuss the formation of a national association of golf professionals. Later, Tillinghast served from 1935-36 as a PGA consultant, traveling nationwide to review 370 facilities.
Tillinghast, whose masterpiece creations include Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, N.J., and Winged Foot Golf Club of Mamaroneck, N.Y., also believed that golf should be fun for those “who paid to use the golf course.” Among his recommendations were the most efficient use of land, eliminating wasteful maintenance practices, and enhancing enjoyment of golf by reducing unnecessary bunkering and other design improvements.
“The PGA of America is excited about the opportunity to work alongside the American Society of Golf Course Architects to engage new players along with heighten the customer service capabilities of staff in facilities everywhere,” said PGA of America President Allen Wronowski. “Our industry recognizes that the future of the game lies in our present ability to retain players and to increase the enjoyment of the golf experience.”

The PGA grant program to the ASGCA would complement its overall player development efforts in PGA Professional and adapting facilities to accommodate new players and the accompanying new marketing campaign.

“ASGCA is pleased to stand alongside The PGA of America in supporting alternative golf facilities, including ‘bunny slopes,’ ” said ASGCA President Rick Phelps. “In the United States and around the world, ASGCA members have long counseled club owners, superintendents and many others on the benefits of utilizing land to encourage participation by players of all ages, regardless of skill level. Using the new findings of the 2.0 study to highlight this area of the game is something we are proud to support.”

-- more --
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Courses interested in receiving a complimentary consultation should contact Aileen Smith, ASGCA Foundation staff liaison, at (262) 786-5960, or aileen@asgca.org to receive more information about the grant application process. The PGA and the ASGCA Foundation plan to make the grant application form available to interested facilities in late February through the ASGCA website, at www.asgca.org.

About the American Society of Golf Course Architects

Founded in 1946 by 14 leading architects, the American Society of Golf Course Architects is a non-profit organization comprised of experienced golf course designers located throughout the United States and Canada. Members have completed a rigorous two-year long application process that includes the peer review of four representative golf courses. ASGCA members are experienced golf course architects, able to counsel in all aspects of golf course design and remodeling and comprise many of the great talents throughout the golf industry. For more information about ASGCA, including a current list of members, visit http://www.asgca.org or call (262) 786-5960.

About The PGA of America

Since its founding in 1916, The PGA of America has maintained a twofold mission: to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, The PGA enables its professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the multi-billion dollar golf industry. By creating and delivering world-class championships and innovative programs, The PGA of America elevates the public’s interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. As The PGA nears its centennial, the PGA brand represents the very best in golf.
###

